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ONTARIO  ELECTIONS,  1883. 

PAMPHLET  No.  U 

LEGISLATIVE  AND  TERRITORLIL  RIGHTS. 


The  Government  of  Ontario  lias  been  for  eleven  years  in  the  hands  of  the 
Liberal  party.  The  Liberals  attained  power  after  the  elections  of  1871, 
under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Blake,  and  on  two  occasions  since  they  have  car- 
ried the  country  with  increasing  majorities  under  the  leadership  of  Mr. 
Mowat. 

The  elections  of  1875  and  1879  gave  convincing  evidence  of  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  people  with  Liberal  rule,  and  recent  events  indicate  that  the  Gov- 
ernment has  lost  none  of  its  prestige  or  of  its  popularity. 

The  last  session  of  the  Parliamentary  term  now  drawing  to  its  close  iindg 
Mr.  Mowat  with  a  stronger  following  than  the  first,  or  than  any  former  ses- 
sion since  1871. 

I'hc  bye-electioiis  were  one  proof  of  the  leader's  abiding  strength  ;  the 
great  Convention  of  January  was  another  and  a  stronger  proof.  In  response 
to  his  call,  more  than  six  thousand  of  the  best  men  of  the  Province  gathered 
together  in  tlie  capital  city  to  aid  him  by  their  counsel,  and  to  strengthen 
him  b}'"  a  tangible  ansarance  of  their  respect  arjd  confidence. 

THE  RALIA'  TO  THE  PREMIER'S  CALL. 

"  I  expected  that  a  goodly  num.l)cr  of  my  brother  LiberaLs  would  respond 
to  that  call,"  Mr.  Mowat  himself  told  Ivliem,  but  I  had  no  idea  that  such  a 
magniliccnt  assembly  ay  tiii:<  which  I  tjee  befovo  me  wou'd  be  the  result.  Wo 
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Lav^e  had  Conventions  before — Convenilons  that  have  borne  good  fruit,  Con- 
ven  ions  tliat  have  been  largely  attended — but  I  venture  to  say  tliut  the 
a.^^5embly  now  before  me  is  as  large  as  all  those  former  Convention?  put  to- 
gtither. 

"  I  am  glad  to  know  that  it  is  also  a  representative  gathering.  I  see 
bff  ne  me  men  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  from  every  portion  of  its 
]>v)})ulation.  They  have  come  from  the  Ottawa  on  the  east,  and  from  the  St. 
(;];tir  on  the  west.  I  see  before  me  men  of  all  nationalities,  of  all  religious 
(1  nominations,  and  of  all  occupations.  There  are  merchants,  fanners,  me- 
chanics, professional  men,  woddngmen, — old  men  who  have  done  good  work, 
and  young  men  who  are  following  in  their  footsteps  and  will  soon  take  their 
I>]aces. 

"  We  have  hero  Liberals  of  all  classes, — those  who  did  not  think  with 
tlic  rest  of  the  party  during  the  Dominion  election,-  but  who  with  regard  to 
nmtt'oi-s  before  us  now  are  of  one  mind  with  all  Liberals, — and  I  congratulate 
you  upon  the  great  promi?e  that  is  before  you,  as  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
le.-inilt  of  tlie  Convention  will  be  an  impoi-tant  one  in  the  history  of  iho 
Province." 

THE  LIBERAL  PLATFORM. 

Sucli  a  large  assembly  of  representative  men  could  not  fail  to  reflect  the 
sentiments  of  the  Liberal  party  on  subjects  of  public  policy,  and  with  respect 
to  the  Government  itself.  Thiy  came  from  the  people,  and  were  of  the  people. 
They  spoke  the  voice  of  the  whole  party  as  men  having  authority,  -commis- 
sioned by  the  party  to  speak  its  voice  on  men  and  affairs. 

L'pon  all  Provincial  questions  of  the  past  eleven  years,  upon  the  conduct 
and  the  general  policy  of  the  Crovernmeiit,  and  upon  issues  now  agitating  the 
country,  this  great  Convention  has  placed  its  opinions  on  record,  crystallized 
into  resolutions  that  convey  no  uncertain  .sound. 

The  principles  embodied  in  tliosc  resolutions  are  the  principles  upon 
which  tlie  Liberal  party  and  its  representatives  in  the  Jjegislaturo  are  pledged 
to  conduct  the  business  of  the  State,  and  to  maintain  inviolate  the  rights  of 
Belf-governnient  to  a  free  people.  And  thcrfore  it  is  fitting,  when  a.sking  th« 
electors  of  Ont;irio  once  again  to  renew  the  trust  they  committed  to  the  Lilt^ 
eials  eleven  years  ago,  that  the  platform  of  the  Convention  should  have  a 
foremost  place. 


RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE  CONVENTION. 


FIDELITY  TO  LIBERAL  PRmCIPLES. 

1.  That  this  Convention  of  the  Reformers  of  Ontario  recognize  with 

and  pleasure  the  fidelity  to  Liberal  principles  which  has  been  evinced  througli 
a  long  series  of  administrative  and  legislative  acts  by  the  Reform  (Govern 
ments  and  Legislatures  of  the  Province  for  the  past  eleven  years,  and  deems  it 
to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  all  true  Liberals  to  strengthen  to  the  uttermost  the 
hands  of  the  Hon.  Oliver  Mowat,  our  worthy  leader,  and  his  colleagues,  at  this 
critical  period  in  our  Provincial  history. 

PROVINCIAL  RIGHTS. 

2.  That  by  the  British  North  America  Act  the  Provincial  Legislatiires  . 
have  exclusive  powers  of  legislation  on  subjects  placed  by  that  Act  within  their 
jurisdiction ;  that  the  power  of  disallowance  by  the  Federal  Government  should 
be  exercised  only  when  such  legislation  is  beyond  the  constitutional  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Province,  or  antagonistic  to  Dominion  interests ;  that  the  Rivers 
and  Streams  Act,  which  dealt  with  subjects  left  by  the  constitution  to  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdiction  of  the  Legislature  of  Ontario,  was  in  no  manner  illegal, 
unconstitutional,  or  antagonistic  to  Doniinion  interests ;  that  the  repeated  dis- 
allowance of  the  Act  was,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  a 
violation  of  our  Provincial  autonomy,  and  an  attack  upon  the  fundamental 
principle  of  local  self-government  provided  by  the  Confederation  Act  and  secured 
mainly  by  the  earnest,  consistent  and  long-continued  efforts  of  tlie  Reform 
party ;  and  that  the  action  of  our  Government  and  Legislature  in  asserting 
and  vindicating  our  Provincial  constitutional  rights,  demands  the  approvii 
and  support  of  every  patriotic  citizen. 

TERRITORIAL  RIGHTS. 

3.  That  this  Province  came  into  Confederation  with  the  territory  which 
formerly  belonged  to  Upper  Canada ;  that  the  extent  of  that  territory  on  the 
north  and  west  was  at  that  time  undetermined,  but  was  in  the  month  of 
August,  1878,  finally  determined  by  the  unanimous  award  of  able  arbitrators  of 
the  highest  distinction,  appointed  on  a  competent  reference  by  the  respective 
Governments  of  the  Dominion  and  this  Province  under  an  agreement,  to  which 
the  good  faith  and  honor  of  both  were  pledged,  that  the  award  should  be  final 
and  conclusive ;  that  this  award  was  accepted  by  the  Government  of  this 
Province  as  in  honor  bound,  but  was  repudiated  by  the  Government  of  the 
Dominion;  that  such  repudiation  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  a 
violation  of  public  law  and  national  faith,  and  an  indefensible  denial  on  the 
part  of  the  Federal  authorities  of  the  just  claims  *and  territorial  rights  of  this 
province ;  and  that  the  manly  and  persistent  assertion  by  the  Government  of 
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7.  That  this  Convention  desires  to  record  its  gratification  that  the  Reform 
l.Governments  and  Legislatures  triumphantly  solved  the  difficult  problems 
fpresented  hy  the  Municipal  Loan  Fund  and  the  best  means  of  applying  to 
^profitable  ends  a  portion  of  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury  ;  that  the  municipal 
I  loan  fund  debts  were  successfully  settled  upon  an  equitable  basis;  that  large 
I  sums  out  of  the  surplus  have  been  returned  to  the  people  under  condition.^ 
{requiring  their  expenditure  for  objects  of  great  public  utility ;  and  that  a 
{judicious  system  of  railway  aid  has  given  to  the  Province  2,200  miles  of  new 
I'' railway,  and  in  this  way  gi-eatly  assisted  the  development  of  our  agricultural 
fand  commercial  industries,  and  promoted  the  general  advancement  of  the 
i/ Province. 


Ontario  of  those  claims  and  those  rights,  and  their  demand  for  the  immediate  \ 
ownership  and  government  of  the  awarded  territory,  deserve  the  support  and 
co-operation  not  only  of  the  Liberal  party,  but  of  every  citizen  of  the  Province. 

THE  FEDERAL  UNIOjS^. 

4.  That  this  Convention  earnestly  desires  that  the  boyds  which  unites  the 
Provinces  of  Canada  may  be  strengthened  by  the  development  of  a  feeling  of 
affection  for  and  pride  in  the  Federal  Union  which  connects  them,  and  believes 
that  such  sentiments  will  be  best  promoted  by  the  maintenance  of  the  Federal 
principles  of  the  Union,  the  full  recognition  of  the  rights  of  each  Province  to 
control  all  matters  which  are  placed  under  its  exclusive  power,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  principles  of  justice  and  fair  play  in  the  adjustment  of  all  questions 
arising  between  the  Dominion  and  the  Provinces. 

\ 

THE  ELECTIVE  FRANCHISE. 

5.  That  this  Convention  rejoices  in  the  successful  operation  of  those  ex- 
tensions of  the  franchise  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  placed  in  the 
statute  book,  records  its  opinion  that  a  further  extension  should  form  a  plank- 
in  the  platform  of  the  Reform  party  at  the  ensuing  elections  ;  and  expresses 
its  hope  that  the  popular  voice  will  endoree  the  proposal,  and  will  return  a 
Liberal  majority  authorized  to  accomplish  this  reform. 

i  THE  LEGISLATIVE  RECORD. 

•  *  6.  That  this  Convention  expresses  its  gratification  that  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Reform  Government  of  Ontario,  our  election  laws  have  been  greatly 
.improved  ;  that  valuable  reforms  have  been  effected  in  the  laws  relating  to 
;  real  and  personal  property  ;  that  our  municipal  and  school  laws  have  been 
/jtouch  improved ;  that  the  Statute  Law  of  the  Province  has  been  revised  and 
I  consolidated ;  that  great  and  radical  reforms  in  the  procedure  and  practice  of 
t;our  Courts,  tending  to  the  promotion  of  simplicity,  economy,  and  expedition 
fin  the  administration  of  justice,  have  been  successfully  accomplished ;  that 
Cprompt  means  have  invariably  been  taken  to  establish  such  administration  in 
revery  outlying  district  of  the  Province,  contemporaneous  with  settlement ; 
!:  and  that  justice  has  been  administered  throughout  the  Province  with  purit/ 
f  and  uprightness. 

RAILWAY  AND  MUNICIPAL  AID. 
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i.M  THE  PROVINCIAL  FI^^^AKCES.  ' 

8,  Tluit  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention  the  management  of  the  .Provincial 
finances  by  the  Liberal  Governments  of  the  Province  has  evidenced  their 

]  fidelity  to  the  Reform  principles  of  progress  and  economy  ;  that  whilst  these 
i  Governments  have  not  hesitated  as  responsible  stewards  of  the  public  funds  to 
propose  such  expenditures  as  the  public  good  required,  they  have  been  careful 
and  provident  in  their  administration  ;  and  that  it  is  a  proud  fact  that  whilst 
j  the  ordinary  business  of  administration  has  been  carried  on,  the  education  of 
j  the  people  assisted,  the  vicious  and  afflicted  cared  for,  burdens  lifted  off 
I  the  municipalities,  all  our  industries  encouraged,  and  the  progress  of  the  Pro- 
j  vince  in  every  way  and  on  every  side  advanced,  a  large  surplus  still  remains  ia 
the  Treasury  of  the  Province. 

THE  AGRICULTURAL  INTERESTS. 

9.  That  this  Convention  recognizes  with  satisfaction  the  vigorous,  judicious, 
^nd  timely  steps  which,  under  the  Reform  Governments  of  Ontario,  have  been 
laken  to  render  assistance  in  the  development  of  our  agricultural  industry,  by 
the  encouragement  given  to  Agricultural,  Horticultural,  and  kindred  Associsr- 
tions,  bv  the  continued  drainage  of  our  low  lying  lands,  by  the  initiation  of 
the  tile  drainage  scheme,  by  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  vexed  question 
of  market  fees,  by  the  expansion  of  the  Agricultural  College  and  Experimental 
Farm,  by  the  invaluable  labours  of  the  Agricultural  Commission,  and  by  the 
establishment  of  the  Agricultural  branch  of  the  Bureau  of  Industries ;  and 
rejoices  to  observe  that  the  Government  is  contemplating  other  plans  for  fur- 
ther promoting  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  Province. 

COMMERCE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

,  10.  That  this  Convention  rejoices  in  all  healthy  expansion  of  the  manu- 
^cturing  and  mercantile  interests  of  the  Province  ;  is  pleased  to  know  that 
within  the  range  of  their  constitutional  powers,  the  Reform  Governments  of 
Ontario  have  encouraged  those  industries,  by  aiding  the  building  of  railways, 
by  a.ssi.sting  to  give  at  home  and  foreign  exhibitions  the  fullest  possible  display: 
of  our  manufactured  products,  and  for  providing  through  the  P)ureau  of 
Industries  a  faithful  record  of  the  state  of  the  manufacturing  industries,  which 
cannot  fail  to  be  of  substantial  benefit  to  such  industries,  and  to  the  Province 
at  large. 

OUR  SCHOOL  SYSTEM. 

11.  That  the  progress  and  dev^elopment  of  every  part  of  our  Public  and 
High  School  sjstem  during  the  past  eleven  years,  in  the  more  thorough  train- 
ing, classification,  and  examination  of  teachers,  the  more  efficient  inspection 
and  classification  of  schools,  and  the  complete  remodelling  and  great  advance 
of  the  work  of  secondary  education,  are  matters  for  congratulation  ;  that  the 
couiplications  and  difficulties  which  necessarily  surround  such  a  subject  are  to 
be  met,  as  they  have  been  met.  by  vigilantly  watching  over  the  working  of 
(he  aysteiu,  with  a  view  tobuch  changco  in  detail  as  from  tiuie  to  tiuie  oxperi* 


•nee  may  *ho\v  to  be  heeeseary ;  by  a  due  regard  "to  tlie  reasonable  wialie/  ai 
ifeelings  of  the  varioufl  Bcctione  of  the  community  ;  and  by  the  application  t< 
the  utmost  extent,  consistent  with,  efficiency,  of  the  principle  of  local  contr^ 
#V€r  local  aSairs. 

.  FOREST  AND  TIMBER  INTERESTS. 

12.  That  the  manner  in  which  the  Forest  and  Timber  interests  of  thi 
Province  have  been  guarded  and  managed  by  the  Reform  Associations  ant 
liejjislatures,  the  safeguards  thrown  around  these  interests  by  the  provision 
which  require  public  competition  as  the  condition  of  license,  the  caution 
ftkill,  and  judgment  which  have  been  displayed  by  the  Executive  in  determin 
ing  when  sales  of  licenses  shall  take  place,  and  the  care  and  integrity  display© 
in  the  sale  and  management  of  our  Crown  lands,  are  subjects  of  just  pride  li 
Ihe  Liberal  party,  and  of  national  congratulation  to  every  inhabitant  of  ih 
Province. 

FREE  GRANTS  AND  IMIMIGRATION. 


13.  This  Convention,  while  looking  wth  pleasure  on  the  growth  of 
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Canadian  North- West,  and  recognizing  the  drain  of  late  years  on  our  populi 
tion  and  resoucres  towards  that  and  other  fields,  yet  views  with  satisfacti 
the  great  development  of  the  newer  districts  of  our  acknowledged  terri 
during  the  last  eleven  years,  under  the  liberal  system  of  free  grants  from 
Ci*own;.and  rejoices  that,  by  a  judicious  expenditure  on  colonization  ro 
«nd  internal  improvements,  -so  many  of  our  sons,  together  with  the  people 
/•ther  countries,  have,  notwithstanding  great  attractions  elsewhere,  found  home 
within  our  borders ;  and  trusts  that  the  immigration  policy  of  the  Ontari* 
Crovernment  will,  in  the  present  circumstances,  continue  to  be  one  of  vigorou 
effort  to  secure  large  additions  to  our  agricultural  population. 

i  PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS. 

14.  That  this  Convention  views  with  approval  and  satisfaction  the  vigoro^  J 
•nd  successful  manner  in  which  the  Reform  Governments  of  Ontario  Imv 
promptly  met  every  public  requirement  for  the  restraint  and  correction  oi  \\i 
^cious,  as  well  aa  the  care  of  the  afflicted  and  unfortunate  portions  of  oi 
population,  by  the  erection  of  such  buildings  as  w^ere  needed,  and  by  the  su 
cessful  maintenance  and  management,  on  the  latest  curative,  sanitary,  an 
inmane  methods,  of  our  various  penal  and  charitable  institutions. 

MUNICIPAL  INSTITUTIONS. 

15.  That  the  Reform  party,  the  parent  of  the  system  of  local  institutiom 
jBunicipal  liberties,  and  generally  of  the  principles  of  self-government,  reaffirm; 
•fter  an  experience  of  more  than  forty  year=»,  the  value  of  these  institution; 
and  will  in  the  future,  as  it  has  done  in  the  past,  guard,  cherish,  and  develo 
ihem  by  all  means  in  its  power. 

THE  LIQUOR  LICENSE  SYSTEM. 

16.  ^  That  t^iis  Convention  views  with  gratitude  the  great  improvemenl 
twhi*^b  have,  und«?r  Reform  Governments,  been  made  in  the  laws  alfecting  ten 


yerance ;  protests  in  the  strongest  way  against  any  of  the  retrograde  changef 
ately  advocated,  aucb  as  extending  the  hours  of  selling,  lessening  the  restrict 
iions  in  the  number  of  licenses,  creating  vested  interests  in  licenses,  and  re- 
;ranHforring  to  Municipal  Councils  the  responsibility  of  issuing  licenses ;  belieyea 
;hat  the  general  interpretation  of  the  Constitution,  acted  on  in  all  the  Provinces 
3ver  since  Confederation,  has  been  that  the  Pi-ovincial  Legislatures  have  author* 
ty  in  the  matter,  and  that  such  interpretation  is  in  accordance  with  the  spirit 
)f  the  Constitution  ;  considers  that  it  is  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Dominioa 
;hat  the  "Local  Legislature  should  have  such  authority  ;  deprecates  any  assurap* 
,ion  of  pow  er  by  the  Parliament  of  the  Dominion  in  this  regard,  beyond  what 
nay  be  needed  for  passing  a  geneml  law  as  to  prohibition  ;  declares  that  tha 
liocal  Legislatures  can  best  interpret  and  give  effect  to  the  feelings  and  wishes 
f  the  jjeople  in  each  Province  as  to  the  license  system  ;  and  insists  that  action 
y  the  Parliament  of  the  Dominion  would  be  an  undue  intei-fereuc'e  with  Pro- 
vincial rights,  and  detrimental  to  the  cause  of  order  and  sobriety. 

Ijy  THE  KECORD  AKD  THE  PLATFOKM. 

17.  That  the  principles  of  local  control  over  local  affairs  ;  of  parliamentarjr 
nde})en(lence  and  purity  of  elections  ;  of  legislative  and  administrative  reform 
s  required  by  the  development  and  progress  of  the  Province ;  of  the  wise  and 
(iscriminatiug  extension  of  the  franchise  ;  of  the  judicious  encouragement  by 
he  State  of  all  our  agricultui  al,  mercantile,  and  manufacturing  industries  ;  of 
he  speedy  settlement  of  our  unoccupied  territory  by  free  grants  of  homesteads 
0  actual  settlers,  and  the  active  encouragement  of  pro}>er  immigration ;  of 
»ublic  competition  for  public  property  and  public  works  ;  of  Provincial  care  of 
he  afflicted  and  unfortunate  portions  of  tlie  population;  of  a  free  primary 
ducation  for  the  whole  }>eople  and  the  reasonable  encouragement  of  higher 
ducation  ;  of  the  maintenance  in  their  .integrity  of  our  municipal  institutions: 
economy  and  retrenchment  in  our  financial  affairs  consistent  witli  the  pro- 
otion  of  progress  and  the  develo]3ment  of  all  the  resources  of  the  Province,  and 
he  encouragement  by  every  legitimate  means  of  all  moral  and  soeinl  reforms, 
re  princijiles  M'hicli  the  Liberal  party  have  always  maiiitained ;  and  so  long  as 
he  Peform  Governments  of  Ontario  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  uphold  and 
arry  out  those  principles,  thf^y  shall  receive  Jt he  hearty  and  united  support  of 
he.  Liberal  party  "ift  this  Province. 
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SELF-GOVERNMENT. 


In  the  Convention  of  1844  the  question  of  self-government  took  precedence  of 
1^1  others     By  Hon.  Robert  Baldwin,  William  Hume  Blake,  R.  B.  Sullivan, 
Skeffin^toii  Connor,  George  Brown,  Joseph  C.  Morrison,  and  other  distinguished! 
men  who  took  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that  memorable  assembly  of  Liberals,  it  f 
was  held  to  be  the  sum  and  substance  of  constitutional  government. 

Mr  Baldwin,  who  presided  as  chairman  of  the  Convention,  was  most  emphatic 
In  the  expression  of  his  views.  "  We  demand,"  he  said,  the  practical  application 
of  the  principles  of  the  constitution  of  our  beloved  Mother  Country  to  the  admm- 
istration  of  all  our  local  affairs.  Not  one  hair's  breadth  farther  do  we  go,  or  desire^ 
to  ^0  '  but  not  with  one  hair's  breadth  short  of  that  will  we  be  ever  satisfied.  His  > 
quotations  from  Lord  Durham's  Report— the  great  text-book  of  British  Colonial^ 
Riahts  as  he  called  it— are  as  applicable  to  the  situation  in  which  the  Province . 
finds  itself  now  as  they  were  to  its  situation  then,  when  an  arbitrary  Governor  was 
seeking  to  destroy  its  political  freedom. 

LORD  DURHAM  ON  COLONIAL  RIGHTS 

«  I  know  not,"  Lord  Durham  wrote,  "  in  what  respect  it  can  be  desirable 
^hat  we  (the  Home  Government)  should  interfere  with  their  internal  kyisla- 
lion  in  matters  which  do  not  affect  their  relations  with   the  Mother  Countiy. 

The  Colonists  may  not  always  know  what  laws  are  best 
for  them  '  or  which  of  their  countrymen  are  the  fittest  for  conducting  their 
affairs  but  at  least  they  hare  a  greater  interest  in  coming  to  a  right  judg- 
ment '  on  these  points,  and  will  take  greater  pains  to  do  so,  than  those 
whose  welfare  is  very  remotely  and  slightly  affected  by  the  good  or  bad  legislation  of 
these  portions  of  the  Empire.  If  the  Colonists  make  bad  laws,  and  select 
improper  persons  to  conduct  their  affairs,  they  will  generally  he  the  only,  always  tM 
greatest,  sufferers;  and,  like  the  people  of  other  countries,  they  must  bear  the  illsT 
which  they  bring  on  themselves  until  they  choose  to  apply  the  remedy. 

HISTORY  REPEATS  ITSELF. 

Substitute  for  Home  Government  in  this  extract  from  Lord  Durham,  quoted 
t)v  Mr  Baldwin,  the  words  Dominion  Government,  and  the  present  situation  is 
accurately  described.  The  contention  of  the  Ontario  Government  for  the  right  of 
the  Province  to  legislate  ibr  itself  on  all  matters  which  do  not  affect  its  relations 
witli  the  Dominion  is  clearly  and  vigorously  asserted.  _  . 

If  bad  laws  are  made  by  the  Legislature,  or  if  injustice  i?  done,  the  people 
thems^ves  must  apply  the  remedy.  The  people  must  hold  the  Government 
reqwnsible,  and  punish  it  for  wrong-doing.  This  is  their  function  alone,  and  no 
iiTespor.sible  power  outside  has  any  right  to  interfere.  t   •  •  f 

\         Upon  the  practical  application  ot  this  great  principle  to  the  adminL-,tiat  on 
of  all  ovr  loml  affairs,"  Mr.  Baldwin  said,    ^' I  believe  depends  not  only  the. 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  Colony  itself,  but  the  continiiatwn  of  its  conneczion 

^'^^::^Xt^^^  Pvesent  day.  The  fatare  of  the  Provinces  and  of  «ie 
tJnion  depends  on  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  self-goveriimenc  so  boldly 
fcflirmed  by  the  Convention  of  forty  years  ago. 


Are  the  men  of  Ontario  now  less  faithful  in  devotion  to  liberty  tlian  their 
fiithers  were  ?  Or  may  Sir  John  Macdonald  succeed  where  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe 
failed  ?  The  vote  of  next  election  day  will  answer.  The  duty  of  the  hour  is  the 
duty  of  standing  by  ourselves. 

LOCAL  CONTROL  OVER  LOCAL  AFFAIRS. 

In  the  Convention  of  1859  the  question  of  self-government  was  still  foremost 
in  the  minds  of  Liberals,  with  an  advance  in  favour  of  the  Federal  system  as  the 
only  sure  means  of  giving  to  it  practical  effect  and  securing  justice  for  this 
Province. 

"  The  be>t  practical  remedy  for  the  evils  now  encountered  in  the  Government  of 
Canada/' one  of  the  resolutions  declared,  "  is  to  be  found  in  the  formation  of  two 
or  more  Local  Governments,  to  which  shall  be  committed  all  matters  of  a  local  or 
sectional  character,  and  some  joint  authority  charged  with  such  matters  as  are  neces- 
sarily common  to  both  sections  of  the  Province/'  \ 

And  at  the  Convention  of  1867  the  first  resolution  was  one  recording  "  high  grati* 
.iication  that  the  long  and  earnest  contest  of  the  Reform  party  for  the  great  princi- 
'^les  of  representation  by  population  and  local  control  over  local  affairs,  has  at  last 
"^been  cro^\Tied  with  triumphant  success." 

It  may  be  said,  in  the  liglit  of  recent  Federal  interference  with  local  ajQTairs  in 
disallowing  Provincial  Acts,  that  the  gratification  expressed  in  the  resolution  waa 
somewhat  sanguine  ;  but  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Liberal  party  if  such  has  proved 
to  be  the  fact,  and  if  the  principles  of  self-government  have  been  violated.  That 
party  has  proved  faithful  to  its  traditions  as  the  parent  of  local  institutions,  and — in 
the  language  of  the  Convention  of  1883 — "  will  in  future,  as  it  has  done  in  the  past, 
guard,  cherish,  and  develop  them  by  all  means  in  its  power." 

PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  LIBERAL  CREED. 

Mr.  BLAKE — "Remembering  the  great  leading  principles  of  our  political  creed ; 
remembering  ihe  factories  which  Reformers  have  achieved  in  the  past  ;  remembering 
the  issues  upon  which  they  are  bent  at  present  ;  looking  onAvard  to  the  aspirations  foi; 
l^the  i  iiture — we  may  well  believe  that  it  is  right  and  fitting  for  us  as  citizens  of  thia 
free  Province  to  gather  together  and  consult  in  the  spirit  in  Avhicli  these  deliberationa 
have  been  entered  into  upon  those  things  which  are  for  the  best  interests  ot  the 
State.  Some  articles  of  that  creed  have  long  ago  been  conceded — so  far  conceded 
that  ostensibly  at  least  no  man  speaks  against  them,  and  so  far  conceded  as  to  have 
become  the  common  property  and  inheritance  of  free  men  in  all  free  countries.  < 

"  Yet  we  must  never  forget  that  it  was  to  the  exertions  of  those  who  have  gone 
before  us  these  benefits  are  due.  The  great  principles  of  liberty  and  ecjuality,  of  the 
right  to  law  and  order,  of  respect  for  public  freedom  and  for  private  right,  the  great 
principle  of  open,  free  education  for  the  entire  community,  the  free  exercise  ot  every 
phase  and  description  of  religious  thought  or  opinion,  the  great  principle  of  local 
selt-government  by  municipal  institutions, — the  Liberal  party  is  the  parent  of  alL 
We  are  proud  of  our  municipal  institutions,  because  in  their  direct  action  they  tend 
to  the  best  work  being  done  for  the  localities  within  which  the  action  takes  place  hy 
the  men  of  the  locality,  and  because  they  form  the  great  schools  and  nurseries  in 
which  are  made  plain  those  principles  of  self-government  Avhich  v^e  delight  in,  and 
the  further  perfection  of  which  we  look  for.  (Cheers.) 

"  These  are  principles — the  noble  inheritance  of  past  action,  of  suffering,  of 
accomplishment.  We  boast  of  these.  These  are  principles  which  in  times  past 
Refo'iuers  have  labored  for,  have  worked  for,  and  toiled  for.  (Cheers.)  This  i» 
y^e  responsibility  under  which  each  individual  citizen  in  a  self-governing  commun-" 
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fty  lies,  whether  lie  shirk  it  or  no— the  responsibility  of,  within  his  Bphere  anci  U 
the  extent  of  his  usefulness  and  powei',  exerting  all  these  powers  for  the  promotioi 
of  right,  and  dealing  with  that  influence  and  that  power  and  vote  as  a  public  tmal 
not  as  a  private  right  to  be  exercised  for  prejudice  or  to  be  sold  for  pelf.  (Apply  use.) 
—-Hon.  Edward  Bhilca  atth£  Liberal  Convention. 


HOME  RULE  FOR  ONTARIO. 


That  by  the  British  North  America  Act  the  Provincial  Legislatif 
Iiave  exclusive  powers  of  legislation  on  subjects  placed  by  that  Ac 
within  their  jurisdiction  :  that  the  power  of  disallowance  by  the  Feders 
Government  should  be  exercised  only  when  such  legislation  is  beyoii 
tlie  constitutional  jurisdiction  of  the  Province,  or  antagonistic  to  Domi 
nion  interests:  that  the  Ptivers  and  Streams  Act,  which  dealt  wit 
subjects  left  by  the  constitution  to  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  th 
Legislature  of  Ontario,  was  in  no  manner  illegal,' unconstitutional,  o 
antagonistic  to  Dominion  interests :  that  the  repeated  disallowance  o 
the  Act  was,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention,  a  violation  o 
©ur  Provincial  autonomy,  and  an  attack  upon  the  fundamental  principl 
of  local  self-government  provided  by  the  Confederation  Act,  and  secure^ 
mainly  by  the  earnest,  consistent,  and  long-continued  efforts  of  M 
Beform  party:  and  that  the  action  of  our  Government  and  LegislatiS 
asserting  and  vindicating  our  Provincial  constitutional  rights  demand 
the  approval  and  support  of  every  patriotic  citizen. — ResoliUioii  of  th 
Liberal  Convention,  1883. 

A  SOUND  AND  PATRIOTIC  POSITION. 

The  resolution  quoted  above  places  before  the  people  the  5?ound  and  patriot*' 
position  of  the  Liberal  party  on  the  question  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  tl"^ 
Province.    It  is  the  position  which  the  Reform  party  has  always  occupied.  The 
platform  as  enunciated  by  the  Convention  of  1859  contained  amongst  other  thin; 
sb  demand  that  local  affairs  should  be  placed  under  local  control.    And  the  Conve 
tion  of  1867  rejoiced  that  it  had  been  done.    For  that  demand,  after  years  of  co:  ^" 
«titutional  struggle,  was  granted  on  the  confederation  of  the  Provinces  in  1867,  ai'^' 
ty  the  Act  of  confederation  the  principle  was  supposed  to  have  been  made  for  ev 
Inviolate.    Under  the  92nd  section  of  that  Act  power  is  given  to  each  Provind 
tiegislature  exchiMvdy  to  make  laws  in  regard  to  certain  specified  matters,  among 
which  are  "  property  and  civil  rights  within  the  Province."  This  principal  of  "  loc^^ 
control  over  local  affairs,"  the  right  to  make  laws  regarding  all  matters  placed  I 
the  constitution  within  our  juiisdiction  is  the  charter  of  our  Provincial  libertie 
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the  very  corner  stone  of  confederation.  It  is  true  that  the  Doiainiou  Governmetrtf 
has  the  same  power  of  disallowance  over  our  Legislation  that  the  British  Govern^ 
ment  has  over  that  of  the  Dominion.  But  just  as  the  latter  would  never  dream  ot 
using  it  unless  the  laws  passed  by  our  Parliament  whilst  witliin  our  jurisdiction 
"Were  antagonistic  to  the  interests  of  the  Empire  ;  so  the  former  should  never  use  ihm 
veto  power,  unless  our  Provincial  laAvs  on  matters  within  our  jurisdiction  are  an- 
tagonistic to  the  interests  of  the  Dominion.  No  one  more  clearly  held  this  opinioa 
than  Sir  John  Macdonald.  By  a  state  paper  in  1868,  he  laid  down  the  doctrin« 
agreed  to  by  all  the  Provinces,  that  any  Act  of  a  Local  Legislature  that  was  dis- 
allowed must  be  either  illegal,  unconstitutional,  or  antagonLstic  to  Dominioa 
interests.  Later  on  his  own  words  in  u  famous  case  then  before  the  House  of 
Commons  were, — and  they  are  but  a.sample  of  niany  utterances  of  his. 

Sm  JOHN  MACDONALD'S  OPINION. 

"  The  Provinces  have  their  rights,  and  the  question  was  not  whether  tlu« 
House  thought  the  Local  Legislature  was  right  or  wrong,  but  tlie  whole  question 
for  this  House  to  consider  whenever  such  a  question  as  this  was  brought  up  w«a 
,;^jat  they  should  say  at  once  that  they  had  no  right  to  interfere  so  long  as  th» 
>  liferent  Provincial  Legislatures  acted  within  the  bounds  of  the  authority  which 
the  Constitution  gave  them.  There  is  the  fixed  principle  that  eveiy  Provincial 
Legislature  should  deal  with  vrhen  it  was  legislating  :  it  jwas  a  reality,  and  not  a 
sham.  If  they  did  not  .know  that  the  questions  they  were  arguing  and  discussing, 
and  amending,  and  modifying  to  suit  their  own  people  would  become  law  it  was  aU 
a  sham,  and  tlie  federal  principle  Avas  gone  forever.  If  this  House  took  the  great 
responsibility  of  interfering  in  every  law  passed  by  Provincial  Legislatures^  thia 
Legislature,  instead  of  being  as  it  is  now  a  general  court  of  Parliament  for  the 
decision  of  great  Dominion  questions,  would  be  simply  a  Court  of  Appeal  to  tiy 
whether  the  'Provincial  Legislatures  were  right  or  wrong  m  the  conclusions  to  which 
they  came.  If  the  House  v/as  prepared  to  take  that  course  then  the  G(jvernment 
of  the  day,  Avhile  it  would  have  a  large  responsibility,  would  also  have  much  mora 
pov/er  ;  for  l)esides  conducting  and  administenng  the  aftairs  of  the  whole  Domini(»tt 
ts  one  great  country,  it  would  also  have  the  power  and  authority  and  control  over 
f'>^ery  Bill,  every  Act,  every  conclusion,  eveiy  institution,  every  riuTht  of  every 
^evince  of  Canada."  ~ 

THE  VALUE  OF  SELF-GOVEPvNMENT. 

This  prinoiplo  of  home-rule,  of  local  self-government  lies  at  iJie  basis  of -our 
Federal  sy.stem.  Hirstory  abounds  with  examples  of  its  importance,  [rt-land  to- 
lay  aslfs  for  it.  For  ten  long  years  the  Eeiorm  party  of  Old  Canada  fought  for  it 
ind  succeeded.  For  fifteen  years  we  have  enjoyed  it.  .4ind  the  privilege  of  con- 
rolliiig  our  own  Provincial  aftairs  hns  proved  a  great  one,  wortJiy  of  tJie  strenu- 
)U3,  united,  and  unwearied  efforts  of  our  party  for  a  decade. 

^  But  after  llftcon  yeare  what  we  thus  gained,  and  thus  enjovcd,  is  threatened 
nth^dostruction.  Thy  Dominion  Government  claims  the  right  of  disallowing  all  our 
egisiation,  whether  it  be.  exclusively  within  our  jurisdiction  or  not  :  whether  it  bo 
Dgal,  constitutional,  in  harmony  with  Dominion  interests,  or  not.  They  have  struck 
h?  lir.st  blow  at  tJiis  vital  principle  of  local  control  of  local  aliairs  by  disallowing 

THE  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  ACT. 

By  an  Act  of  1849  all  streams  that  could  float  B<uv-lo[rs  in  tin_ie»  o{  freahetf 
-ere  made  public  property.    Under  Uvxt  Act  oav  lumbt<rmon  vrorkeU  for  25  year». 
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and  worked  harmoniously.    On  many  streams  they  made  great  improvements  to^l 
tender  them  more  floatable.    The  use  of  these  they  regulated  amongst  themselyes.  jl 
Generally  they  either  bore  the  expense  jointly,  or  the  one  charged  the  other  reajaon-  jl 
able  tolls  for  the  use  of  the  improvements.    None  dreamed  of  claiming  the  streams  jl 
as  private  property.    In  this  way  two  streams  which  run  through  the  County  of 
lianark,  and  largely  make  what  is  known  as  the  Mississippi  River,  had  been  im- 
proved mainly  by  one  Mr.  McLaren.    For  years  he  allowed  the  use  of  these  im- 
provements on  the  payment  of  tolls  according  to  the  custom  of  all  lumbermen.  At 
length  he  refused  to  do  so  and  claimed  the  streams  as  his  private  proY>erty.  Under 
gome  prior  decisions,  some  of  the  Courts  held  that  they  were. 

IMPORTANCE  OF  THE  ACT. 

It  then  became  necessary  to  assert  anew  the  intention  of  the  Act  of  1849,  and 
declare  that  no  man  by  making  improvements  at  some  points  toAvards  the  mouth 
©f  the  stream  could  stop  all  the  lumber  further  up  from  being  brought  down.  The 
public  revenue  is  largely  derived  from  the  timber  of  the  Province.    If  svj:h  a  con- 
tention were  allowed^  the  public  revenue  ivould  be  decreased  by  hundreds  of  thoti' 
sands  annually,  and  every  lumberman  with  limits  towards  the  mouth  of  a  stream  w 
would  virtually  confiscate  all  the  lumber  on  the  head  waters  of  that  stream.  Thc^ 
public  interests  demanded  legislation,  and  the  Rivers  and  Streams  Bill  was 
passed.    It  was  declared  that  all  such  streams  were,  as  they  had  always  been  sup-  > 
posed  to  be,  public  and  not  private  property,  and  provided  for  reasonable  tolls,  ' 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  lumbering  trade  for  a  score  of  years,  to  pay  for  such 
improvements  as  any  lumberman  might  have  made  on  such  streams. 

A  PURELY  PROVINCIAL  QUESTION. 

Such  an  Act,  dealing  strictly  with  "property  and  civil  rights  in  the  Province^ 
was  heyoad  all  question  tvithin  Provincial  jurisdiction.  And  it  was  neither  illegal, 
unconstitutional  nor  antagonistic  to  Dominion  interests.  Yet  it  was  disallowed  by 
the  Dominion  Government.  And  the  flimsy  pretext  was  that  under  it  private 
property  Avas  expropriated  without  adequate  compensation.  Even  if  it  ivere,  the' 
place  to  apply  for  the  remedy  vms  the  Local  Legislature,  and  the  proper  persons  to 
give  the  rcracdy  were  the  people  who  elect  that  legislature.  But  the  pretext  ^v-asdM 
untrue.  The  compensation  was  ample — was  the  usual  one  according  to  the  prac*^ 
tice  of  lumbermen  for  quarter  of  a  century.  For  the  first  time  in  our  history  the 
Dominion  Government  dared  to  interfere  in  legislation  afl'ecting  our  own  local 
afiiairs,  dared  to  violate  the  principle  for  wliich  tlie  Reform  party  so  long  contended 
—of  local  control  over  local  aft'aii-s — and  by  u  high-handed  exercise  of  the  preroga- 
tive of  disallowance  struck  a  blow  at  our  Provincial  lihcrlies  and  at  the  very  key- 
stone of  Confederation  itself.  Will  the  people  of  Ontario  tamely  submit  to  such 
encroachments  on  our  constitutional  rights  ?  Will  they  basely  surrender  tliat  for 
which  they  or  their  fathers  struggled  for  many  long  years  to  gain  ? 

LOCAL  CONTROL  OVER  LOCAL  AFFAIRS. 
MR.  BLAKE. — It  teas  the  promiise  of  local  control  over  local  affairs  that  caused 
the  2)cople  of  Ontario  to  accept  the  sch.mc  of  Confederation,  and  it  is  by  that  alone  as 
a  ychemc  or  policy  tl^it  wc  can  expect  oflectivelj'  to  manage  so  vast  a  temtory  in- 
habited by  so  sparse  a  population  as  that  with  whose  goveniTuent  the  people  of  Canada 
are  charged.  You  liavo  an  enormous  area  of  territory  ;  you  have  men  of  diflerent 
euNtoms'and  habits;  you  liave  diflerent  industries  to  develop,  dilTerent  modes  of  life 
and  subsistence,  and  you  have  separate  Provinces,  which  have  had  a  separate  exis- 
tence for  many  years.  Do  you  suppose  that  we  are  ca|iable  at  Ottawa,  as  Goyern- 
mcnt  or  Legislature,  of  dealing  with  tJiose  things  as  efliciently  and  satiafactoiily  to 
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the  people  of  the  varioii*  localities  as  the  people  of  the  various  localities  can  handle 
thera  for  themselves  ?  It  is  out  of  the  question.  There  was  a  time  when  there  was 
no  clifierence  on  this  subject.  Early  in  the  history  of  Confederation  the  Minister  of 
Justice,  who  was  also  First  Minister,  Sir  John  Macdonald  himself,  laid  down  rules 
for  general  action,  which  rules,  though  I  do  not  subscribe  to  every  word  and  phrase 
in  them,  did  in  a  general  sense  answer  the  view  which  has  been  accepted  by  tlie 
people  of  the  country.  The  Conservative  party  of  that  time  was  in  accord  with 
those  views  and  they  were  until  recently  ;  but  the  Conservative  party  is  a  very 
obedient  party.  (Hear,  hear,  and  laughter.)  It  might  reiterate  the  boast  of  the 
gentleman  who  said  that  if  anybody  could  turn  a  curve  of  a  comer  quicker  than  he 
could  he  would  like  to  see  him.  (Laughter.)  And  when  the  opportunity  arose  of 
reverting  to  the  original  notions  which  the  gentleman  I  have  mentioned,  held  as  to 
the  meaning  of  our  Constitution — notions  I  mean  in  favor  of  a  legislative  as  against 
a  federative  union — when  the  opportunity  arose  in  which  he  thought  capital  might 
be  made  by  the  resurrection  of  these  notions,  dead  and  buried  as  we  thought  they 
were,  he  was  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  he  took  another  ground  ;  his  party  follow- 
ed him  ;  and  to-day  we  have  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  changed  body  of  men 
whose  attitudes  on  this  subject  we  do  hot  know  because  they  have  not  spoken  upon 
it  as  yet. 

DUTY  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  LEGISLATURE. 
We  have  a  body  of  men  in  the  Provincial  Legislature — not  ^'ery  large,  not 
veiy  important,  but  still  representatives  of  the  Conservatives  of  Ontario — who 
are  for  the  view  latterly  taken  by  Sir  John,  and  against  that  taken  by  him  in  those 
earlier  and  better  days  of  his  upon  this  question.  Now,  I  am  not  saying  that  be- 
cause they  are  members  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  they  ou^ht  to  take  a  different 
view  from  that  which  they  would  take  were  they  memlDers  of  the  Legislature  of  Can- 
ada, but  I  am  saying  that  it  is  the  hoxmden  duty  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  to  icatch 
carefiUly  any  infringeraent  upon  Provimial  rights.  If  you  do  not  find  caution,  watch- 
fulness, alarm,  a  disposition  to  meet  and  to  resist  aggression  there,  I  ask  where 
■will  you  find  it  ?  Will  you  find  it  with  the  aggressors,  with  those  whose  overshadow- 
ing power  and  autliority  leads  them  to  go  further  and  embrace  everything  upon 
which  they  can  place  their  grasp  ?  Surely  not.  It  is  the  Provincial  Legislature 
whom  naturally  and  necessarily  you  must  look  to,  to  see  .it  any  rate  the  reasonable 
Provincial  position  asserted.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  say  that  upon  this  question  the 
issue  for  the  people  of  Ontario  is  this.  You  supposed  that  you  had  the  right  on 
certain  large  matters  affecting  you  only  to  elect  legislators  and  pass  laws  according- 
to  your  own  views  as  to  what  v/as  for  the  public  interest,  and  you  supposed  that 
those  laws  when  passed  if  they  did  not  affect  the  general  interests  of  the 
Dominion,  but  were  within  your  exclusive  legislative  jurisdiction,  and 
did  not  touch  upon  those  other  subjects,  would  be  valid,  binding,  and  effective 
laws,  subject  to  repeal  and  amendment  if  you  at  any  subsequent  election  should 
decide  that  they  were  defective  or  injurious,  (Hear,  hear.)  The  question  is  whether 
you  will  preserve  to  yourselves  that  right  of  passing,  and  as  you  please  repealing 
and  modifying  those  classes  of  laws,  or  whether  you  will  deliberately  agree  that 
you  will  not  tight  to  discharge  that  duty,  but  that  you  require  somebody  over  you 
who  will  do  it  better  than  you  will.  If  you  are  prepared  to  say  that  you  so  little  trust 
yourselves,  tliat  you  would  be  disposed  to  accept  as  a  grand  vetoer,  sitting  some- 
where on  a  throne,  this  infallible  and  perfect  man  whom  I  have  conjectured  for  a 
moment,  I  should  humbly  differ  with  you,  and  sliould  tell  you  that  you  had  made  a 
mistake. 

WHO  ARE  THE  VETOERS  ? 
*' Bat  lolio  are  they  that  profes^i  to  act  the  part  of  veioers  of  your  legislation  f 
fFho  are  the.  own^ira  and  p^ojoriitors  of  the  veto  pow&i',  and  who  set  tlicmsdvcs  above 
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Vie  fftr'eral  sense  of  the  people  of  Cyoiariof  Who  are  those  who  set  thowselves  a>K>ve 
Ihe  determination  of  the  leading  minda  of  the  people  of  Ontario  freely  elected  bjr 
f  ourselves  to  say  what  measures  the  public  interests  require  ?  Are' they  perfect 
men  i  (Laughter).  Are  they  infallible  men  \  Are  they  not  rather  men  of  like  passions 
tvit.h  ourselves — onljr  a  little  more  so  ?  (Great  laughter,  and  a  voice,  *' They  go  it 
l)lind.")  Are  you  disposed  to  say  you  will  appoint  some  five  or  six  gentlemen,  in- 
habitants of  Ontario,  to  revise  your  legislation,  ana  to  decide  whether  what  you  have 
tfoliberately  decided  to  be  for  the  public  interest  is  so  or  not,  to  say  whether  it  shall 
renwiin  law  or  be  blotted  out  of  the  statute  book  ?  But  that  is  not  all.  These  men 
»,rc  not  all  from  Ontario,  they  are  not  most  of  them  from  Ontario.  They  number, 
I  )>eliev(',  some  fifteen  now,  and  a  minority  of  them  are  from  the  Province  of  On- 
tario. Now,  I  do  not  object  to  the  fact  that  they  come  from  other  Provinces,  h\4 
vhot  I  my  is  that  th^  people  of  each  Promnce,  and  those  v:ho  are  conversant  with  ths 
luovcments  of  thought  and  action  in  each  Province  are  best  fitted  to  decide  vjhat  is  foroxw 
particular  interest,  and  that  the  circumstance  that  these  gentemen  form  a  body  re- 
j)resenting  all  the  Provinces  is  in  itself  a  dis^iualification  for  their  being  invested 
with  this  special  power. 

HOW  DO  THEY  DECIDE  1 

"  You  know  how  your  Legislature  decides  your  public  affairs,  and  you  know  that 
tire  determination  as  to  whether  or  not  a  particular  measure  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
country  or  not  is  only  anived  at  after  open  deliberation  and 'debate,  at  which  any 
of  you  rnay  be  present  who  desire,  and  of  which  all  of  you  are  made  aware  by  means 
of  the  press.  But  the  thirteen  infallible  and  perfect  men,  whom  the  Conservatives 
propose  to  set  over  us  to  determine  whether  our  laws  shall  be  waste  paper  or  not  — 
how  do  they  reach  their  conclusions  ?  Do  they  reach  them  in  public  after  discuss- 
ing and  setting  forth  the  reasons  which  animate  them?  No;  th^y  arrive  at  them 
in  a  cliamher  vnth  locked  doors,  in  a  little  room  where  I  myself  sat  for  a  couple  of 
years,  and  where  no  one  can  hear  the  reasons  which  they  give  for  their  action.  In 
fact,  an  oath  is  sworn  that  they  vdW  not  divulge  their  reasons,  and  that  the  advice 
given  then  will  not  be  made  public.  There  is  an  old  rule,  which  is  not  based  upon 
any  legal  technicality,  but  upon  princij^les  of  justice,  which  recommends  itself  to 
free  men,  viz.,  that  before  you  decide  a  cause  you  shall  hear  both  sides,  and  Sir 
John  himself  laid  down  the  rule  that  in  case  objection  was  taken  to  any  local  legis- 
lation the  Provincial  Government  should  be  notified  in  order  that  they  might  have 
an  oj)povtunity  of  giving  their  reasons  for  passing  the  law  and  vindicate  its  correct- 
ness. That  was  a  just  and  a.sound  thing.  But  in  this  particular  case  whicli  has 
raised  the  question,  no  such  notice  was  given,  no  such  opportunity  icas  affoi-ded,  but  thz 
man  who  complained  of  the  law  put  into  the  Privy  Council  his  statement  of  what  had 
'occurred,  his  reasons  and  his  arguraents,  and  without  calling  upon  the  Local  Govern- 
went  for  their  vi^yws  or  explanations,  these  infallible  thirteen  ovemded  your  law  and 
turned  it  into  waste  paper.  The  qmstion  is  whetfier  v:e  are  to  retain  our  Provincial 
liberties  or  not.  (Hear,  hear).  That  is  the  question  to  which  I  hope  and  believe  the 
people  of  Ontario  v,'ill  not.  hesitate  to  answer  'Yes.'" — Hon.  Edxcard  Bhdx  at  the 
Liberal  Conveittion,  1833. 

AN  ISSUE  OF  SURPASSING  MOMENT. 

Mr.  MO  WAT.  — "  We  have  another  great  issue — one  of  surpassing  moment.  It  af . 
fects  the  whole  population,  the  whole  Province.  It  was  the  question  of  the  Ottawa 
Government  disallowing  our  local  legislation.  The  policy  of  the  Ottawa  Government 
in  this  respect  changes  our  whole  position  as  a  member  of  Confederation.  The 
icii^iO  of  Cc»ufederation  was  based  on  the  idea  that  there  w*as  being  effected  a 
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broad  division  of  legislative  power.  Tlie  Act  of  Confederation  declares  on  a  variefy 
of  subjects  that  they  should  be  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  Legislature. 
There  ia  the  power  of  disallowance  vested  in  Hia  Excellency  the  Governor-General, 
just  as  there  is  in  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  in  regard  to  the  legislation  of  all  the 
colonies  and  of  the  Dominion.  That  power  is  one,  however,  which  in  recent  times 
is  admittedly  exercised  only  ivJien  the  legUlation  objected  to  is  beyond  the  power 
of  the  colony  to  pass,  and  there  may  be  some  other  cases  in  which  disallowance  is 
still  exercised  by  Her  Majesty,  but  instances  are  so  few  that  it  is  difficult  to  say 
what  they  are.  The  mere  fact  that  the  Colonial  law  is  opposed  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  is  not  a  reason  why  it  should  be  disallowed.  Take  our  custom  duties.*  Ot 
course  they  were  contrary  to  the  policy  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  Queen  had  the 
power  of  disallowing  them,  but  she  has  not,  recognizing  the  right  of  the  colony  to 
deal  with  such  matters,  even  though  the  method  of  dealing  with  them  may  bo 
antagonistic  to  the  interests  of  the  Empire  in  the  view  of  the  Government  of  the 
day.  (Hear,  hear. )  What  is  the  Ottawa  Government  doing  ?  They  have  dis- 
allowed the  Rivers  and  Streams  Act,  an  Act  confessedly  within  our  powers  beyond 
all  manner  of  doubt.  The  reason  why  it  is  disallowed  is  because  the  Dominion 
Government  say  its  provisions  are  unjust. 

THE  PEOPLE  OF  ONTARIO  ARE  THE  JUDGES. 

^'  Now  ice  say  that  is  for  the  people  of  Ontario  themselces  to  say.  (Loud  clieers.) 
It  is  for  them  to  judge  of  the  justice  of  the  measure.  That  was  the  view  of  all  parties 
until  recently.  That  was  the  view  taken  by  Sir  John  Macdonald  and  expressed  in  ; 
official  documents  in  our  possession.  It  was  the  position  he  took  in  a  celebrated  de- 
bate in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  declared  then  that  if  at  Ottawa  any  question 
should  be  decided  as  to  the  justness  of  an  Act  of  a  Provincial  Legislature  such  a  course 
would  make  all  Provincial  legislation  "  a  sham,"  and  the  observation  was  a  just  one. 
He  pointed  out  that  the  effect  would  be  that  no  Act  would  be  exempt  from  disallow- 
ance at  Ottawa.  At  that  time  he  pointed  out  with  great  earnestness  and  accuracy, 
that  such  a  construction  of  the  constitutional  rule  was  most  injurious  and  objection- 
able. No  party  doubted  that.  But  that  v:as  all  changed  now,  and  we  are,  told  that  we 
have  not  that  power  of  legislation  we  thought  we  had,  and  \oliich  we  w^.nt  into. 
Confederation  to  secure;  and  if  we  thought  we  had  not  the  right  to  pass  a  single, 
law  unless  it  was  subject  to  it  being  said  at  Ottawa  that  in  the  belief  or  alleged 
belief  of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  that  law  worked  an  injustice  to  some  one,  we 
would  not  have  entered  intof  Confederation.  (Cheers.)  They  may  say  any  law  ia 
unjust.  It  is  a  matter  on  which  there  may  be  a  difference  of  opinion.  But  there 
is  no  doubt  we  have  that  right  of  legislation  it  was  intended  we  should  have.  You 
who  have  studied  the  history  of  this  country  know  the  reason  why  the  representa- 
tives of  Upper  Canada  were  in  favour  of  Confederation  was  because  it  was  found 
that  in  the  Parliament  bills  affecting  Upper  Canada  only  and  supported  by  the  ma- 
jority of  Upper  Canadians  were  voted  down  by  a  Lower  Canadian  majority,  and 
one  of  the  great  objects  kept  in  view  by  the  authors  of  Confederation  was  the 
prevention  of  this  state  of  things. 

THE  OLD  EVIL  BROUGHT  BACK, 

In  the  records  of  the  Reform  Association  of  1859  you  will  find  a  long  list  o£ 
measures  disposed  of  in  this  way  which  shows  that  the  then  existing  system  was  not 
working  well  (hear  hear),  and  that  there  should  be  some  remedy.  One  great  com- 
plaint was  that  Upper  Canadians  could  not  get  for  tlxemselves  the  legislation  they 
wanted.  We  went  into  Confederation  as  a  cure.  We  tind,  however,  the  old  ev^ 
brought  backj  and  we  are  told  that  every  bill  the  Legislature  of  this  Province  may 
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pass,  after  being  fully  discussed  in  the  light  of  day  and  ventilated  by  public  discus- 
Biun  and  through  the  i^ress,  may  be  disallowed  by  the  Ottawa  Government  as  they 
choose.  The  great  evil  we  supposed  had  been  corrected  by  the  Confederate  Act  is 
still  rife,  and  we  are  no  more  free  than  before — as  much  under  the  heel  of  others 
iis  when  this  complaint  ivas  first  made.  I  do  not  think  that  a  sound  consirmtion 
of  our  Constitution.  I  do  not  think  that  as  sound  a  rule  as  that  acted  upon  until 
very  lately,  and  I  want  your  verdict  at  the  aftproaching  elections  to  say  whether 
you  are  ivilling  that  Acts  of  your  own  legislation,  wiihin  your  ovm  jurisdiction, 
Bhould  be  vetoed  at  Ottawa.  (Cheers. )  To  say  whether  you  have  greater  confidence 
in  the  Ministers  who  happen  to  be  at  Ottawa,  sent  there  on  other  than  Provin- 
cii«i  issues,  or  in  our  own  representatives  in  the  Legislature.  (Loud  Cheers.)  The 
particular  Act  which  has  been  disallowed  is  said  to  take  away  the  property  of  one 
man,  and  give  to  another,  without  compensation.  This  is  not  a  true  representa- 
tion of  the  Act.  It  does  give  compensation.  It  does  not  take  away  the  property 
of  anybody.  It  leaves  property  just  where  it  is,  but  permits  others  to  use  it  by 
paying  reasonable  tolls,  and  this  is  the  method'  of  compensation  ahvays  provided 
hitherto  in  such  cases  ;  and  no  question  has  ever  arisen  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the 
compensation.  No  proposal  has  ever  been  made  tons  as  to  what  amount  of  com- 
pensation owners  would  think  reasonable.  The  method  of  compensation  is  perfectly- 
just 'and  reasonable. 

NOT  FOR  THE  MEN  AT  OTTAWA  TO  DECIDE. 

I  say,  further,  this  is  not  a  question  for  the  men  at  Ottawa  to  decide.  It  ?» 
a  local  matter  for  your  representatives  to  decide.  (Cheers.)  The  force  of  the  diffi- 
culty may  come  home  to  the  mind  of  the  municipal  man  if  you  Consider  what 
the  condition  of  the  various  Municipal  Councils  would  be,  and  what  feelings 
of  their  constituents  would  be  if  the  Government  at  Ottawa  undertook  to 
revise  and  veto  the  by-laws  of  your  Councils  whenever  they  choose.  The 
jurisdiction  assumed  hy  the  Dominion  is  even  more  objectionable  than  that.  They 
talk  of  centralization,  but  there  is  a  centralization  which  threatens  to  be  a  most 
dangerous  one,  and  one  which  will  be  accomplished  unless  the  people  of  Ontario 
are  firm  in  resisting  the  attempt.  (Loud  cheers.)  I  hwu  that  during  the  late  Do- 
minion elections  I  vxis  proclaimed  on  the  political  platforms  and  by  a  portion  of  the 
press  as  being  a  "  tyrant,"  because  I  stood  up  for  the  rights  of  Ontario.  (Hear,  hear.  ) 
Well,  tliat  is  the  sort  of  "  tyrant"  I  always  mean  to  be — (loud  cheering) — until  the 
territorial  and  constitutional  rights  of  mir  Province  are  secured  forever." — Hon.  Mr, 
Moxvat  at  the  Liberal  Convention  of  1883. 

ELECTORS,  DEFEND  THE  CITADEL  ! 

Such,  electors  of  Ontario,  is  the  issue.  It  is  the  issue  of  twenty  years  ago 
once  more  presented.  It  is  the  vindication  of  the  right  of  local  control  over 
local  aftairs.  It  is  the  defense  of  the  very  citadel  of  Confederation.  Are  you 
prepared  to  foreg-o  your  Provincial  liberties?  Will  you  place  the  manag-ement 
of  your  affairs  in  the  hands  of  those  whose  position  is  best  described  l  y  their 
leader  when  in  the  tones  of  conscious  guilt  he  exclaims:  "It  will  be  said  that  I 
and  the  opposition  I  lead  have  proved  traitors  to  the  best  interests  of  Ontario^, 
«nd  f  Ise  to  our  true  position  as  her  representatives,"? 
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THE  ONTARIO  BOUNDARIES. 


That  this  Province  came  into  Confederation  with  the  territory 
which  formerly  belonged  to  Upper  Canada  ;  that  the  extent  of  that 
territory  on  the  north  and  west  was  at  that  time  undetermined,  but  was, 
in  the  month  of  August,  1878,  finally  determined  by  the  unanimous 
Award  of  able  Arbitrators  of  the  highest  distinction,  appointed  on  a 
competent  reference  by  the  respective  Governments  of  the  Dominion 
and  this  Province  under  an  agreement,  to  which  the  good  faith  and 
honour  of  both  were  pledged,  that  the  Award  should  be  final  and  con- 
clusive :  that  this  Award  was  accepted  by  the  Government  of  this 
Province  as  in  honour  bound,  but  waa  repudiated  by  the  Government  of 
the  Dominion  ;  that  such  repudiation  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Conven- 
tion, a  violation  of  public  law  and  national  faith,  and  an  indefensible 
denial  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  authorities  of  the  just  claims  and 
territorial  rights  of  this  Province ;  and  that  the  manly  and  persistent 
assertion  by  the  Government  of  Ontario  of  those  claims  and  those  rights, 
and  their  demand  for  the  immediate  ownership  and  government  of  the 
awarded  territory,  deserve  the  support  and  co-operation  not  only  of  the 
Liberal  party,  but  of  every  citizen  of  the  Province. — Bcsohdion  of  tko 
Liberal  Convention,  1883. 

This  resolution  sets  forth  all  the  important  facts  in  the  Bonndary  question. 
There  was  a  large  area  of  territory  in  dispute,  and  the  two  Governments  agreed  to 
refer  their  respective  claims  to  the  decision  of  three  Arbitrators.  Evidence  was 
collected,  cases  were  prepared,  aud  able  counsel  were  engaged.  The  Arbitrators 
were  distinguished  men.  They  weighed  the  evidence.  They  heard  the  arguments 
of  counsel.  They  made  a  unanimous  Aiuard.  The  Government  of  Ontario 
accepted  that  Award  in  good  faith,  and  the  Legislature  passed  an  Act  to  ratify  it. 
The  Government  of  the  Dominion  ignored  it  for  three  years,  and  then  repudiated 
it — regardless  alike  of  national  honour  and  good  faith,  and  of  the'  terms  of  a 
solemn  agreement  between  the  two  Governments. 

But  to  the  citizens  of  Ontario  there  is  more  in  the  Boundaries  dispute  than 
the  maintenance  of  national  honour.  The  territory  is  one  hundred  thousand 
square  miles  in  extent,  and  it  is  rich  in  stores  of  forest  and  mineral  wealth  ;  and, 
as  was  stated  by  A.  M.  Ross,  M.P.P.,  in  moving  the  resolution,  it  is  of  importance 
to  us  as  a  Province,  and  to  every  man  in  his  own  municipality  and  locality. 

"It  is  the  policy  of  Mr.  Mowat,"  Mr.  Ross  said,  ''when  a  surplus  has  accu- 
mulated in  the  Treasury  that  it  be  given  back  to  the  people  to  be  expended  in  local 
improvements  of  various  kinds.  The  value  of  the  timber  of  the  new  territory  will 
form  another  large  surplus  to  be  distributed  amongst  the  people,  and  even  on  that 
ground  they  should  resent  the  attempt  made  by  the  enemies  of  their  Province  to 
vrest  it  from  thena. " 
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HALF  OUR  TERRITORY  AT  STAKE. 

Mr.  MO  WAT — "  The  elections  which  are  now  approaching  are  not  to  be  decided 
upon  ordinary  grounds,  or  in  reference  to  ordinary  issues.  The  material  question  will 
not  be  in  regard  to  acts  of  adminstration  or  of  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  present 
Ontario  Government.  Indeed  there  is  very  little  even  pretended  to  be  said  against 
these  acts  ;  but  there  are  matters  which  the  electors  have  to  consider  of  much 
higher  moment  than  the  issues  which  were  before  them  on  the  two  previous  occa- 
sions. You  have  now  not  to  consider  the  particular  acts  of  the  Government,  but 
half  your  territory  is  at  stake  !  (Hear,  hear. )  At  the  elections  which  are  now  soon 
to  be  held  you  will  liave  to  take  that  course  which  will  secure  to  you  half  your 
Province  !    (Loud  cheers.) 

It  is  no  bold  thing  to  say  that  the  disputed  territoiy  is  yours  ;  that  it  be- 
longs to  the  Province.  It  is  no  new  claim  we  are  setting  up  to-day.  Until  the 
settlement  with  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  until  a  release  w^as  obtained  by  the  Do- 
minion Government  of  their  claims,  no  one  in  all  Canada  doubted,  no  one  ever  dis- 
puted that  I  know  of,  that  this  territory  which  is  now  disputed  belonged  to  Upper 
Canada.  As  a  part  of  that  Province  grants  were  made  and  justice  was  administer- 
ed in  that  territory  ;  our  courts  held  jurisdiction  there,  and  our  Government  in- 
sisted that  they  had  jurisdiction  there  likewise.  And  who  were  those  who  made 
this  admission  ?  Why,  our  great  opponent  now,  Sir  John  Macdonald,  was  one. 
(Hear,  hear. )    Sir  Alexander  Campbell  was  another  of  them. 

"  We  are  told  privately — the  newspapers  do  not  state  it,  but  we  are  told  pri- 
vately by  friends  ot  the  Government — that  the  difficulty  in  giving  effect  to  the 
Award,  in  permitting  Ontario  to  incorporate  this  portion  of  her  territory,  arises 
from  objections  made  to  it  from  the  other  Provinces.  But  they  do  not  tell  you  that 
the  representatives  of  those  oUier  Provides  were  amongst  those  who  before  1872 
were  as  strong  as  anybody  in  asserting  that  all  that  territory  belonged  to  Upper 
Canada  !  Sir  George  Cartier,  the  trusted  and  chosen  and  esteemed  leader  of  the 
Lower  Canadians,  was  one  of  these.  He  joined  in  the  declaration  that  the  evidence 
in  support  of  the  contention  that  that  territory  was  ours  was  so  clear  that  no  one  who 
made  an  impartial  investigation  of  the  evidence  could  doubt  that  it  belonged  to 
Upper  Canada.  Lower  Canadians  who  were  members  of  the  Government  took  that 
view,  and  there  were  representatives  from  the  Maritime  Provinces  after  Confedera- 
tion who  also  took  that  view. 

"  You  will  see,  ihirefore,  that  when  Ontario  insisted  that  that  territory  was 
hers  she  was  insisting  on  no  new  claim.  She  is  merely  insisting  that  that  old  ad- 
mission shall  be  still  acted  upon  ;  that  as  all  her  statesmen  and  people  up  to  the  period 
I  have  mentioned  insisted  that  the  territory  was  ours,  so  should  the  Government 
still  continue  to  do  ;  so  should  the  Parliament  of  Canada  still  continue  to  do. 

THE  BASIS  OF  OUR  CLAIMS- 

"  But  it  is  well  that  you  should  know  exf.ctly  the  grounds  upon  which  our 
claim  to  the  territory  rests.  It  has  been  investigated  by  the  ablest  men  in  Upper 
Canada.  We  have  never  had  in  this  Province  a  Chief  Justice  who  possessed  in  a 
larger  degree  the  confidence  of  the  profession  and  the  people  than  Chief  J  ustice 
Draper.  He  was  one  of  the  most  able,  painstaking,  and  learned  of  the  judges,  and 
we  have  on  record  his  opinion,  deliberately  given — after  having  been  engaged  in  the 
study  of  this  question  for  many  months,  and  after  being  employed  specially  on  be- 
half of  the  Government  of  Canada — we  have  on  record  his  opinion  that  the  disputed 
territory  extended  at  least  as  far  as  the  arbitrators  have  given  to  us.  You  have,  there" 
fore,  a  judicial  opinion  of  the  highest  authority  in  favoiu'  of  insisting  on  our  awarded 
boundaries. 
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"  Then  the  matter  was  left  to  arbitratioa,  and  you  had  a  unanimous  award — 
And  from  whom  ?  You  had  another  Chief  Justice  investigating  the  ca*e — a  Chief 
Justice  standing  high,  and  deservedly  so,  in  public  estimation — I  refer  to  Justice 
Harrison  ;  not  a  Liberal,  but  a  Conservative,  and  a  personal  friend  of  Sir  John 
Macdonald  himself.  He  came  to  the  conclusion  which  you  will  find  embodied  in  the 
award  ;  his  judgment  was  that  the  awarded  boundaries  were  the  correct  ones.  You 
have  also  the  opinion,  after  a  like  investigation,  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  men  in 
his  line — Sir  Edward  Thornton— who  was  British  Ambassador  at  Washington  and 
now  is  the  British  Ambassador  at  St.  Petersburg  ;  a  man  of  the  highest  qualifica- 
tions for  an  investigation  of  that  kind.  He  came  the  same  conclusion  as  had  been 
arrived  at  by  Justice  Draper  and  Justice  Harrison,  and  so  many  of  our  statesmen  and 
legislators  previously.  Sir  Francis  Hincks  was  the  arbitrator  chosen  on  that 
occasion  on  behalf  of  the  Dominion ;  he  also  investigated  the  'evidence  in  detail, 
and  he  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion.  Now,  it  is  perfectly  idle  to  say,  or  for  any 
one  to  pretend,  that  an  award  which  accorded  with  the  deliberate  and  well  consider- 
ed opinion  of  such  men  as  these  has  any  other  foundation  than  the  right  of  Upper 
Canada  to  its  own  boimdaries.  We  have  the  right  to  these  boundaries,  ive  have  the 
atoard  in  our  favor,  and  as  representing  the  people  of  0-ntario  ice  have  stood  by  these 
boundaries,  and  we  mean  to  staiid  by  them.  (Cheers.) 

SETTLEMENT  BY  ARBITRATION. 

"  It  is  now  said  that  in  entering  upon  an  arbitration,  in  agreeing  to  leave  the 
subject  to  those  eminent  men  for  decision,  the  Dominion  Government '  transcended  * 
its  powers.  That  is  the  expression  made  use  of  in  a  despatch  of  the  Dominion 
Government  of  about  a  year  ago.  It  h  certainly  very  strange  that  that  discovery 
was  never  made  until  then  ;  it  is  very  strange  that  the  men  who  proclaim  that 
opinion  now  kept  it  concealed  in  their  own  breasts  while  the  investigation  was 
going  on,  when  the  reference  took  place,  while  the  evidence  was  being  collected, 
and  when  the  arbitrators  were  appointed.  It  is  very  strange  that  year  after  year, 
while  the  sessions  of  Parliament  were  taking  place,  and  something  or  other  said 
about  the  reference,  and  the  arbitration,  and  the  boundaries  of  the  country,  that 
they  should  never  have  discovered  that  the  Executive  in  entering  upon  that  refer- 
ence was  '  transcending '  its  powers.  It  is  veiy  strange  that  when  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  asked  for  a  vote  of  ^15,000  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
expenses  of  that  arbitration,  no  such  statement  was  made.  They  sent  forth  no 
warning  to  the  Province  that  the  arbitration  would  be  nugatory  and  of  no  value. 
That  statement  is  only  made  when  we  have  succeeded  in  establishing  our  right  to  (he 
territory  !  Well,  now,  it  is  by  means  of  an  award  that  questions  of  this  very  kind 
are  usually  settled  by  Governments,  and  it  is  contrary  to  all  modern  precedent 
among  civilized  nations  that  after  a  matter  has  been  left  to  arbitrators  in  good 
faith  objection  should  be  taken  to  fulfilling  their  award.  (Cheers.)  Our  Govern- 
ment and  Parliament  have  taken  a  course  utterly  vithont  precedent  among  civilized 
tuitions,  and  we  have  been  doing  our  best  under  these  circumstances  to  maintain 
the  rights  of  our  Province. 

REFERENCE  TO  THE  PRIVY  COUNCIL. 

Lately  the  suggestion  has  been  made  that  this  matter  should  be  left  to  th« 
Privy  Council.  That  proposition  has  to  some  persons  a  look  of  equity  and  reason, 
which,  however,  is  on  the  surface  only.  In  the  first  place,  I  may  observe  that 
there  has  been  no  offer  on  the  part  of  the  Dominion  Government  of  such  a  kind  that 
it  is  possible  for  us  to  accept,  or  even  to  consider.  If  I  were  to  accede  to  a  proposal 
to  leave  the  question  to  tlie  Privy  Council,  not  only  would  I  be  acceding  to  that 
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vliich  it  was  unjust  to  demand,  not  only  would  I  be  putting  this  Province  to  an 
expense  to  which  it  ought  not  to  be  subjected,  but  I  would  be  really  enahling  the 
Dominion  Government  to  delay  indefinitely  any  settlement  at  all  !    (Hear,  hear.) 

Any  lawyer  knows  that  in  order  to  bring  a  matter  before  the  Privy  Council 
every  step  in  the  process  has  to  be  consented  to  by  all  the  parties  to  the  case.  In 
this  instance  the  proposal  was,  that  besides  the  matters  before  the  arbitrators  any 
additional  documentary  evidence  might  be  brought  in.  See  how  this  would  work. 
I  prepare  my  list  of  documentary  evidence  and  send  it  to  Ottawa  and  Manitoba,  as 
the  consent  of  both  the  Ottawa  and  Manitoba  Governments  is  necessary  belore 
another  step  can  be  taken,  and  they  have  an  absolute  discretion  to  delay  just  as  long 
as  tliey  like  in  saying  whether  that  list  is  acceptable  or  not.  They,  too,  have  tho 
right  to  put  in  any  documents  in  the  matter,  and  delay  just  as  long  as  they  like  in 
do-ing  so.  A  case  has  to  be  prepared  for  the  Privy  Council,  and  they  ma,y  again 
delay  as  long  as  they  wish.  It  I  prepare  one,  they  may  delay  as  long  as  they  like 
to  say  whether  they  approve  of  it  ojr  not,  or  in  making  any  suggestions  as  to  the 
6ame. 

Before  we  could  go  to  the  Privy  Council  there  are  many  steps  to  be  taken, 
but,  briefly,  all  these  require  the  consent  of  those  two  Governments,  and  not  only 
their  passive  but  their  active  consent,  as  we  have  no  means  of  compelling  such  con- 
sent. We  have  no  means  of  preventing  delay,  and  you  see  what  the  consequences 
would  be.  It  does  not  require  a  great  deal  of  wisdom  to  see  that  it  would  be  a 
pretty  long  time  before  the  case  would  come  up  for  decision.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Observe,  while  all  this  is  going  on  the  Dominion  Govermnent  is  still  in  possession  of 
the  tei-ritory,  and  the  development  of  the  country  is  kept  back.  While  all  this  is  going 
on  our  timber  is  being  destroyed  and  a  hostile  popidation  is  occupying  it,  the  only 
settlers  being  trespassers  and  squatters.  There  is,  every  year  which  passes,  an 
enormous  loss  to  this  Province,  and  the  longer  the  delay  is,  of  course  the  greater  is 
the  loss. 

A  GAME  OF  DELAY. 

"  We  know  what  Sir  John  Macdonald's  object  is,  and  I  have  good  cause  for  im- 
puting to  the  Dominion  Government  a  disposition  to  delay  this  matter.  It  took 
them  three  years  and  a  half  to  answer  our  proposals  about  the  settlement  of  tliis 
matter.  We  were  sending  despatch  after  .despatch,  and  tlie  only  answer  we  got 
was  that  they  had  been  received,  and  that  the  matter  would  be  duly  considered  ! 
(Laughter.)  They  now  say  that  it  should  be  left  to  the  Privy  Council.  They 
know  that  the  consent  of  Manitoba  is  now  necessary  to  rnakc  such  a  reference  of 
any  consequence  at  all. 

"  The  Dominion  Government  themselves  brought  Manitoba  into  the  question  by 
passing  an  Act  by  which  the  concurrence  of  that  Province  would  be  necessary  to 
any  such  step.  While  they  pretend  to  be  pressing  for  a  reference  to  the  Privy 
Council  they  have  never  got  the  consent  of  Manitoba,  or  even  ascertiiiued  whether 
Manitoba  would  give  its  consent,  notwithstanding  that  the  Parliament  of  that 
Province  has  been  in  session  since  the  passing  of  Mr.  Plumb's  resolution  regarding 
a  reference  to  the  Council. 

^    ,  "  All  these  things  demonstrate  that  there  is  no  reality  in  their  proposals. 

"  It  is  said  that  Sir  John  Macdonald  is  a  pretty  astute  man,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  he  is,  but  I  felt  that,  acting  for  the  Province  of  Ontario,  it  was  my  duty  to 
take  care  that  the  great  man  did  not  get  the  better  of  me  in  this  matter.  (Cheers 
and  laughter.)  If  I  had  at  once  blindly  consented  to  the  proposal  without  an}'  con- 
ditions, or  without  the  conditions  which  ought  to  accompany  such  a  proposal,  of 
having  the  matter  left  to  the  Privy  Council,  then  I  would  have  allowed  myself  to 
be  caught  by  Sir  John  Macdonald.  (Laughter.)  He  has  not  cauglit  me  yet,  and 
1  don't  think  he  will.  (Applause.) 
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NECESSITY  FOR  POSSESSION. 

•*  Now,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  get  undisputed  possession  of  the  territory 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  in  order  to  the  development  of  the  country  ;  in 
order  that  we  may  see  after  the  settlement  and  management  of  the  lands,  and  that 
we  may  prevent  our  forest  wealth  from  being  wasted  and.  squandered,  as  they  are 
now  being.  (Applause.)  It  is  a  disgrace  to  a  civilized  country  that  a  territory  of 
100,000  square  miles  should  be  without  any  settled  laws  and  government,  which  is 
the  condition  of  things  in  this  disputed  territory.  It  might  be  worth  our  while  to 
consent  to  refer  this  matter  to  the  Privy  Council  if  they  will  allow  us  to  have  undis- 
puted possession  of  it,  and  if  they  ivill  allov)  us  the  undisputed  right  to  legislate  for  it 
in  the  memtime.  These  things  are  necessary,  and  I  am  not  afraid  of  their  delay  if 
they  will  consent  to  this,  and  I  should  be  then  quite  willing  to  give  them  any  re- 
ference they  choose.  (Applause.)  I  know  we  have  a  righteous  cause,  and  I  have 
no  fear  of  the  results  of  another  enquiiy  ;  but  I  donH  want  the  territory  to  he 
stripped  within  the  next  ten  years,  which  our  opponents  could  easily  accomplish 
within  that  time,  if  they  live  so  long.    (Applause. ) 

A  CLEAR  EXPRESSION  OF  OPINION  CALLED  FOR. 

*'Now,  what  I  want  is  this  :  I  want  an  unmistakably  clear  expression  of  opinion 
from  the  people  of  Ontario  as  to  whether  they  are  in  favour  of  the  policy  of  the 
Government  of  Ontario  with  respect  to  this  territory,  or  the  policy  of  the  Dominion 
Government.  (Cheers.)  There  was  a  time  when  it  seemed  as  if  the  plain  wishes 
of  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  were  known  ;  there  was  a  time  when  it  seemed 
very  plain  what  was  the  judgment  of  Upper  Canada  in  reference  to  this  territory. 
In  the  House  of  Assembly  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  all  parties  for  two 
successive  years  united,  with  the  single  exception  of  one  member,  in  declaring  that 
tliis  awar<l  settled  our  rights,  and  calling  upon  the  Government  to  maintain  our 
rights.  Then  it  could  be  seen  that  Ontario  was  an  unit  in  this  matter.  This  was 
a  time  when  the  Government  had  a  right  to  speak  for  Ontario  as  an  unit,  and  in- 
sist upon  the  Award  being  recognized.  (Applause.) 

"  This  time  has  now  passed — and  why  ?  Because  our  opponents  have  abandoned 
Ontario  ;  they  have  abandoned  the  just  claims  of  their  own  Province,  and  taken  a 
brief  from  the  other  side.  They  are  now  insisting  that  the  Dominion  Government 
is  right,  and  the  Boundary  Award  is  incorrect,  and  that  we  should  commence  anew 
the  litigation.  And  as  a  further  reason  why  we  should  do  this  they  say  that  the 
people  of  Ontario  spoke  with  reference  to  this  territory.  We  have  had  the  Do- 
minion elections  ;  and  there  were  very  important  issues  at  these  elections  about 
which  our  people  were  not  agreed.  I  was  then  desirous  of  having  these  Provincial 
questions  discussed  at  those  elections,  for  I  thought,  personally,  that  the  people 
might  very  well  be  asked  to  express  their  opinion  on  the  Provincial  issues.  The 
people  thought  differently,  and  I  cannot  blame  them  for  it.  The  majority  were  of 
opinion  that  the  protective  policy  was  of  more  importance,  and  acted  accordingly. 

"  But  what  has  the  Dominion  Government  since  claimed  that  the  elections 
proved  ?  They  claim  that  the  verdict  of  the  people  was  against  the  Local  Govern- 
ment, and  that  they  had  given  a  verdict  in  favour  of  the  Dominion  Government 
upon  the  matter  of  the  Boimdary  Award,  and  that  the  people  of  Ontario  were  in 
favour  of  giving  it  up.  Now,  I  want  a  clear  and  unmistakable  expression  of 
opinion  that  they  are  for  keeping  this  territory — (applause) — that  they  demand  this 
tci'ritory.  I  want  them  to  say  that  the  verdict  in  the  Dominion  elections  had 
nothing  to  do  with  these  Provincial  que.stions,  and  I  have  no  fear  of  the  verdict  of 
the  people  not  being  in  accordance  with  Provincial  rights  and  Provincial  interests, 
(Cheers.) 
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*^  When  I  have  obtained  that  verdict — aa  I  liave  no  doubt  I  aliall  do — I  want 
it  to  be  an  intimation  to  the  Dominion  Government,  Mr.  Monsseau,  and  ths 
representatives  of  the  other  Provinces  that  Ontario  does  demand  this  territory,  and 
that  it  should  be  awarded  to  us  ai  the  earliest  possible  moment.  Why^  we  should 
be  reduced  to  one  of  the  smallest  Provinces  in  the  Dominion  if  we  acceded  to  their 
demands.    It  is  for  you  to  say  what  you  want  in  this  matter.  (Applause.) 

It  is  not  often  that  the  people  have  to  deal  with  such  a  question  as  this.  It 
is  not  often  that  the  people  have  to  deal  with  a  question  involving  half  their  territory, 
and  decide  whether  it  shall  be  100,000  or  200,000  square  miles.  But  you  have  that 
issue  before  you  now,  and  the  power  of  deciding  it.  That  is  a  trust  which  you  will  b« 
bound  to  exercise  your  opinion  on,  and  wliich  you  will  determine,  T  am  sure,  in  the 
interests  of  the  whole  country.    [Applause. ) 

THE  VALUE  OF  THE  TERRITORY. 

I  have  not  alluded  to  the  value  of  the  territory.  It  matters  not  w^hat  th» 
value  of  the  territory  is  ;  but  if  it  is  of  such  little  value  as  it  is  falsely  said  from 
time  to  time  to  be,  how  is  it  that  the  other  Provinces  and  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment are  so  determined  that  we  are  not  to  have  it  ?  There  is  no  difRciilty  in  settling 
it  if  Sir  John  is  willing  to  settle.  It  requires  only  an  Act  of  theirs  to  remove  all 
controversy  in  the  matter.  If  the  property  is  of  so  little  value,  it  is  certainly 
extraordinary  that  we  cannot  get  that  little  from  them.  If  the  good  faith  of  the 
Government  is  to  be  redeemed,  then  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  settling  all  th« 
matters  in  dispute."    (Applause.) — Hon.  Mr.  Mowat  at  the  Lihcral  ('Jonvention. 

THE  ARBITRATORS  AND  THEIR  WORK. 

Mr.  MACKENZIE. — "It  was  daring  my  ow^n  administral ion  of  affaii"» 
that  the  Arbitrators  were  appointed.  We  first  apT>ointed  Judge  Wilmot,  from 
N  ew  Biunswick,  who  unfortunately  died  before  the  Board  met.  Then  we  appointed 
Sir  Francis  Hincks  in  his  place.  I  nominated  him  as  being  a  man  in  every  way 
thoroughly  capable  of  appreciating  the  position  and  deciding  upon  the  merits  of  the 
case  submitted.  He  recei\'«d  no  instructions  except  to  find  .the  true  boundaries, 
and  he  received  all  the  papers  and  books  that  were  in  our  possession. 

'•Sir  John  Macdonald  has  claimed  that  there  was  not  sufficient  time  given  the 
Arbitrators  to  discv.ss  the  question  and  ascertain  the  merits  of  the  dispute.  1  can 
only  say  that  Sir  Edward  Thornton,  the  other  arbitrator  agreed  upon,  had  all  the 
books  and  papers  in  his  possession  for  over  two  years,  that  Chief  Justice  Harrison 
had  all  the  papers  for  at  least  six  or  eight  months,  and  that  Sir  Francis  Hincks  also 
had  ail  the  documents  in  the  case  for  some  months.  TJie  Arbitrators  had  studied 
the  question  before  coming  to  Ottawa,  and  you  will  see,  therefore,  how  unfair  it  wa« 
to  state  that  they  had  no  time  or  opporttinity  to  make  up  their  minds  or  to  searck 
out  the  true  state  of  the  case,  but  that  they  came  to  Ottawa,  stayed  there  three 
days,  and  on  the  third  day  gave  their  judgment,  after  hearing  incompetent  lawyers. 

"I  have  only  to  say,  as  to  the  legal  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  case,  that  we 
employed  the  present  Judge  Armour,  who  was  engaged  for  a  year  or  more  m  study- 
ing the  question  on  behalf  of  the  Dominion,  and  all  his  researches  were  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Commission  through  ]Mr.  MacMahon,  whom  we  selected  to 
succeed  Mr.  Armour  as  our  counsel,  along  with  Mr.  Monk,  of  Montreal.  Since  I 
left  office  the  present  Administration  have  jjaid  Judge  Armour  for  his  services  the 
sum  of  $2,000,  yet  they  say  there  was  no  projjcr  legal  representation  of  the  case 
before  the  Arbitrators.    (Hear,  hear.) 

"  The  pf>sition  we  have  to  take  to-day  is  tliat  this  arbitration  was  entered  upon 
with  th*}  solemn  and  deliberate  intention  of  abiding  by  the  Award  to  be  matle  by 


23 


those  three  Arbitrators,  or,  as  it  was  expressed  in  our  Orders  in  Council,  tliat  it 
should  be  '  final  and  conclusive  '  if  signed  by  two  out  of  tlie  three  Arbitrators. 

"I  tind  a  great  number  of  people  are  under  the  impression  that  we  held  a 
eession  of  Parliament  after  the  Award  was  delivered.  The  Award  was  made  in 
Augu><t,  1878,  and  we  received  notice  to  quit — (laughter) — on  the  17th  September 
following.  We  had,  tlierefore,  no  opportunity  whatever  to  give  validity  to  the 
Award  by  legislation,  although  we  intended  to  have  an  Act  for  the  purpose  passed." 
— Hon.  Alexander  Mackenzie  at  the  Liberal  Convention, 

A  HYPOCRITICAL  FLEA. 

Mr.  HAl^DY — '^'Mr.  Morris  says  'We'll  get  more  territory,  perhaps, if  we  go  to  the 
Privy  Council,'  and  all  the  little  politicians  along  the  concessions  of  the  Parliament- 
ary road  echo  the  same  plea.  They  would  surrender  territory  equal  to  the  present  Pro- 
vince of  Ontario  because,  forsooth,  if  they  went  to  the  Privy  Council  perhaps  they 
could  get  more.  They  try  to  make  the  people  and  the  House  believe  that  they  are 
sincere  in  this  plea,  but  the  answer  is  plain  :  'If  you  are  sincere,  tell  your  new  allies 
— the  men  who  call  your  local  conventions  and  run  them,  the  men  whom  you  follow 
— to  give  us  the  territory  covered  by  the  Award,  and  we  will  appeal  to  litigation  if 
necessary  to  get  the  rest.'    (Hear,  hear,  and  cheers.) 

"  If  Sir  John  Macdonald,  as  they  aver,  looks  at  the  matter  from  that  point  of 
view,  why  did  he  cut  from  the  very  heart  of  the  territory  a  belt  of  land  forty  milea 
wide  and  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  long  and  hand  it  over  to  the  Syndicate  to 
plunder  and  despoil  ?  Is  that  his  plan  of  giving  Ontario  more  land  than  was  cov- 
ered by  the  Award  ?  But  more  than  that,  if  their  party  is  so  anxious  that  Ontario 
should  get  more  land  than  was  awarded  her  by  the  arbitrators  why  did  the  leader 
of  the  party  in  bringing  do\Mi  his  Manitoba  Bill  in  1881  establish  a  supposed  bound- 
ary line  nearly  250  miles  east  of  the  former  boundary  of  that  Province,  thereby  as- 
signing to  it  the  whole  of  the  territory  in  dispute  ?  Why  did  the  same  gentleman 
declare  in  Toronto  in  the  opening  speech  of  the  last  campaign  that  he  believed  not 
an  acre  of  that  land,  not  a  stick  of  its  timber_,  not  a  pound  of  its  ore  belonged  to  On- 
tario ?    (Hear,  hear,  and  cheers.) 

A  SUDDEX  CHANGE  OF  FRONT. 

"I  ask  you  to  bear  in  mind  that  tor  two  sessions  the  Opposition  in  the  Local  Legis- 
lature voted  solidly,  with  the  exception  of  one  member,  for  the  resolutions  which 
invited  Mr.  Mowat  to  stand  by  the  award  and  uphold  the  rights  of  his  Province  by 
every  means  in  his  power.  But  in  the  third  session  there  was  a  sudden  and  mys- 
terious change  of  front.  And  why  ?  At  the  November  Convention  (1881)  some- 
thing must  have  been  said  on  the  subject  to  account  for  the  change,  for  Mr.  Meredith 
turned  his  back  on  his  former  vote,  and  voted  'nay'  where  he  had  previously  voted 
*yea.'  No  doubt  Sir  John  had  met  Mr.  Meredith  at  this  Convention,  and  said  to 
him  :  'William,  how  is  this  ?  I  see  you  have  been  voting  against  me  and  the  Con- 
servative party.  I  may  want  to  go  to  the  country  at  an  early  day,  and  if  you  do  not 
come  to  time  on  this  question  I  cannot  be  returned  by  a  united  Conservative  party, 
nor  can  you  when  your  time  comes  if  you  say  No  !'  You  can  imagine  Mr.  Mere- 
dith replyihg  :  'Well,  Sir  John,  I  only  voted  for  what  I  thought  was  honest  and 
fair  on  this  question,'  'Ah,  but,'  Sir  John  would  say,  'you  are  ruining  the  party  ; 
you  have  been  shouting  Yes  !  and  now  you  must  turn  round  and  shout  No  !  (Laugh- 
ter. )  When  I  say  yes  in  Ottawa  I  want  you  to  say  yes  in  Toronto  ;  when  I  say 
thumbs  UD  in  Ottawa,  thumbs  must  go  up  in  Toronto.'  (Loud  Laughter.)  The  rer 
suit  was  Ihit  William  turned  round  obediently  and  shouted  '  No'  where  he  had  for- 
merly shouted  'Yes,'  and  he  ha.s  been  lustily  shouting  'No'  ever  since.  (Laughter 
»nd  cheers.) 
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THE  TRAITORS  TO  ONTARIO: 

You  will  be  called  upon  to  exercise  your  franchise,  and  I'  ask  you.  and  thd 
Mowat  Government  asks  you,  to  remember  that  you  are  citizens  of  Ontario.  We* 
also  ask  you  whether  you  will  entrust  that  party  with  power  who,  when  sent  to  dis- 
charge their  sworn  duty  of  protecting  the  rights  of  the  Province,  handed  the  care  of 
them  over  to  those  who  for  the  time  being  hostile  to  them.  Will  you  entrust  those 
men  to  power,  or  will  you  entrust  the  men  who  have  stood  in  the  breach  in  favor 
of  the  rights  of  Ontario  while  their  opponents  have  been  surrendering  the  citadel  ? 
Will  you  return  that  party  who,  when  the  battle  was  raging,  hauled  down  the  flag, 
and  carried  it  over  to  the  enemy?  Or  wiil  you  return  the  party  whose  leader 
shouldered  his  musket  and  carried  his  flag  boldly  in  the  van.  I  believe  the  peojde 
are  one  upon  the  boundary  question,  as  they  are  also  upon  that  of  their  right  to 
legislate  upon  their  own  local  affairs." — Hon.  A.  S.  Hardy  at  the  Liberal  Gonventio}u 

AN  UNFAITHFUL  AND  PARTISAN  OPPOSITION. 

Mr.  BLAKE. — "Upon  the  Boundary  Award  the  people  of  Ontario  are  prac- 
tically united.  They  have  repeated  in  their  Legislature  in  two  successive  sessions 
that  the  Award  is  right,  that  Ontario  expected  the  Dominion  Government  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  in  order  that  it  may  be  finally  settled  upon  that  basis.  There 
was  a  time,  as  a  poet  has  said  of  ancieut  Rome, 

When  none  were  for  the  party, 
When  all  were  for  the  State, 

lind  we  found  the  gentlemen  in  the  Opposition  standing  to  record  their  opinions — 
though  they  acknowledged  it  was  against  their  feelings — advprsely  to  the  Government 
at  Ottawa  on  this  matter.  But  after  two  years  more  determined  action  wjis  decide<l 
upon  by  the  Government  at  Ottawa.  Up  to  this  tliey  had  only  shirked  dealing  with 
the  question,  and  now  action  was  taken  in  the  direction  of  retu-ing  to  ratify  the 
Award,  and  the  moment  that  conclusion  was  reached  those  gentlemen  who  had  been 
with  us  nnw  were  unwilling  to  protest  against  rejiudiatioii.  If  tliey  were  riglit  in 
those  two  sessions,  and  we  think  they  wli-c  when  they  voted  in  favor  of  tlie  Avrard 
as  a  just  Award,  as  one  which  we  ought  to  expect  the  Dominion  Parliament  to  make 
final  and  conclusive,  we  cannot  see  why  they  are  not  wrong  now,  wlien  they  have 
turned  round  and  taken  a  diametricall}^  opposite  course  !  It  is  just  the  same  as  it 
was  in  former  days  when  those  gentlemen  called  for  '  no  party  '  ;  they  are  animated 
exclusively  by  the  party  spirit.  (Cheers.)" — Hon.  Edward  Blake  at  the  Liberal  Con- 
vention. 

IT  IS  MORE  THAN  A  COMMERCIAL  QUESTION. 

Mr.  RYAN. — "  What  the  Conservatives  now  say  about  the  disputed  territory 
is  that  it  is  wholly  a  commercial  question,  and  that,  so  regarded,  it  is  of  little 
consequence.  I  deny  that  the  importance  of  this  question  can  be  measured  hy  the 
acreage  of  the  land  involved,  or  the  possible  value  of  the  territory  if  fully  developed. 
It  is  a  question  involving  the  integrity  of  our  Province,  and  the  rights  t>f  our  people. 
Aboard  of  arbitrators,  intelligent,  high-minded,  and  disinterested  men,  have  awarded 
us  the  territory,  and  we  are  not  patriots,  we  are  unworthy  of  the  constitution  under 
which  v/e  live,  if  for  ourselves  and  those  who  are  to  come  after  us  we  fail  to  maintaia 
our  territorial  rights.    (Cheers.)" — Aid.  Peter  Ryan  at  the  Liberal  Convention. 

ONTARIO  MUST  STAND  FIRM. 

SIR  R  CARTWRIGHT.— ''There  is  a  cause  M^hich  prevented  the  aiithoritiea 
»t  Ottawa  either  giving  effect  to  the  Award  or  stating  tkeii'  reason  for  refusing. 
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Until  lately  we  have  been  compelled  to  judge  what  that  cause  was,  but  within  a 
iew  months — not  in  time  for  the  last  general  election — we  obtained  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Premier  of  Quebec  the  reason  why  it  was  not  ratified.  A  secret  compact  was 
•made  in  1878  by  Sir  John  Macdonald  that  rightly  or  wrongly  the  Award  must  not 
be  ratified.  I  do  not  believe  thai  our  fellow-countrymen  in  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec or  elsewhere  gnidge  Ontario  anything  which  is  hers,  but  I  do  believe  that  a  very 
small  clique  of  politicians  are  determined  that,  as  far  as  they  can  hinder  her,  Ontario 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  extend  her  territories,  or  even  obtain  that  which  is  her  own ! 
(Applause.)  If  the  inhabitants  of  Ontario  are  to  band  themselves  together  to  obtain 
this  right  they  must  succeed.  (Applause.) 

I  have  asked  the  question  on  the  floor  of  the  House,  and  on  the  hustings,  but 
in  both  places  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  an  answer  to  it :  Is  there  any  person  who 
believes  that  if  the  position  of  afi"airs  had  been  reversed — if  the  Award  had  been  in 
favour  of  the  Province  of  Quebec — that  five  years  would  have  been  allowed  to  lapse 
before  they  would  have  obtained  an  answer  to  these  despatches,  or  a  decision  upon 
the  points  1    (No,  no.) 

I  tell  you  that  if  the  Province  of  Quebec  had  been  treated  through  its  repre- 
sentatives as  Ontario  has  been  through  hers,  not  one  French  representative  would 
have  remained  in  the  Cabinet  twenty-four  hours.  Not  a  representative  of  his  Pro- 
vince would  have  dared  betray  it  as  Ontario's  representatives  in  the  Cabinet  have 
betrayed  us.  The  people  of  the  Province  of  Quebec  always  stand  unitedly  for  their 
rights,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Ontario  men  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  when  a  grave 
and  great  question  like  this  comes  up. — Sir  Richard  Cartwright  at  the  X-iberal  Con- 
vention. 

BINDING  OBLIGATIONS  OF  THE  AWARD. 

The  Government  of  the  Dominion  and  the  Government  of  Ontario  were  each, 
bound  to  accept  the  Award  of  the  Arbitrators,  as  appears  by  Orders  in  Council 
passed  by  the  two  Governments  respectively. 

On  the  12th  November,  1874,  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Canada 
recommended  for  the  approval  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor-General  the  name 
of  Hon.  Lemuel  Allan  Wilmot,  of  New  Brunswick,  as  one  of  the  referees,  and 
**  that  the  Dominion  agree  to  concurrent  action  with  the  Province  of  Ontario  in 
obtaining  such  legislation  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  giving  binding  effect  to  the 
conchisious  arrived  at,  and  for  establishing  the  northern  and  western  limits  of  the 
Province  of  Ontario  in  accordance  therewith."  The  report  was  approved  by  the 
Governor- General  on  the  same  day. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1874,  an  Order  in  Council  of  the  Ontario  Govern- 
ment was  approved  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  naming  Hon.  Wm.  Buell  Richards 
as  referee,  and  agreeing  to  "  concurrent  action  with  the  Dominion  in  obtaining  such 
legislation  as  may  be  necessary  for  giving  binding  efi'ect  to  the  conclusion  which 
may  be  arrived  at,  and  for  establishing  the  northern  and  western  boundaries  of  the 
Province  of  Ontario  in  accordance  therewith." 

The  death  of  Hon.  Mr.  Wilmot  and  the  resignation  of  Hon.  Mr.  Richards  led 
to  the  appointment  of  Sir  Francis  Hincks  and  Hon.  R.  A.  Harrison  as  referees 
respectively  for  the  Dominion  and  the  Province,  and  by  Orders  in  Council, 
approved  the  31st  Jnlj,  1878,  both  Governments  agreed  to  the  selection  of  Sir 
Edward  Thornton  as  third  referee,  and  to  accept  the  determination  of  the  thre© 
referees  as     final  and  conclusive." 

THE  OPPOSITION  RECORD. 

In  the  session  of  1879  the  Legislature  of  Ontario  passed  an  Act  consenting  to 
the  Award,  and  authorizing  the  Parliament  of  Canada  to  declare  that  the  boundaries 
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M  deterraia<Hl  by  the  arbitrators  are  the  northerly  and  ^'-esterly  boundaries  of  tha 
Province.  The  measure  passed  through  ail  its  stages  without  a  single  vote  being 
recorded  against  it.  - 

In  the  session  of  188<J  a  series  of  resolutions  was  adapted  by  the  House 
declaring  : 

(1)  "  That  this  House  believes  ife  to  be  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  interests 
of  this  Province,  and  to  the  securing  of  the  peace,  order,  and  good  government  of 
the  said  northerly  and  westerly  i>art3  of  Ontario,  that  the  rights  of  this  Province  as 
determined  and  declared  by  the  award  of  the  arbitrators  appointed  by  the  concur- 
rent agreement  and  action  of  the  Governments  of  Canada  and  Ontario  should  bo 
firmly  maintained  ;"  and  • 

(2;  "That  this  House  will  at  all  times  give  its  cordial  support  to  the  assertion 
by  the  Government  of  Ontario  of  the  just  claims  and  rights  of  this  Province,  and  to 
all  necessary  or  proper  measures  to  vindicate  such  just  claims  and  rights,  and  to 
s^iMain  the  award  of  the  arbitrators  by  which  the  northerly  and  westerly  boundaries 
of  this  Province  have  been  deterndned." 

Every  Member  of  the  Opposition  Yoted  for  THtSE  EESOLifTiONS !  {Se6 
Jo^irnalsfor  1880,  p.  160). 

In  tiie  session  of  1881  another  series  of  resolutions  was  adopted  by  the  House 
on  the  same  subject,  declaring  : 

(1)  "  That  the  omission  of  the  Government  and  Parliament  of  Canada  to  con- 
firm the  Award  is  attended  with  great  inconvenience,  has  the  effect  of  retarding 
settlement  and  municip  il  organization,  embarrasses  the  administration  of  the  laws, 
and  interferes  wiih  the  preservation  of  the  peace,  the  maintenance  of  order,  and  the 
establishment  of  good  government  in  the  northerly  and  north-westerly  parts  of  the 
Province  of  Ontario  and 

(2.)  "  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  of  Ontario  to  assert  and  maintain 
the  just  claims  and  rights  of  the  Province  as  determined  by  the  award  of  the  arbi- 
trators ;  and  this  House  hereby  re-affirms  its  determination  to  give  its  cordial  supjwrt 
to  the  Government  of  Ontario  in  any  steps  it  may  be  necessary  to  take  to  sustain 
the  Award,  and  to  assert  and  maintain  the  just  claims  and  rights  of  the  Province 
as  thereby  determined." 

Evert  member  of  the  Opposition,  with  one  solitary  exception,  voted 
FOR  THESE  Eesolutions  !  {Sce  Journals  for  1881,  p.  150.)  * 

In  the  session  of  1882,  after  twice  publicly  pletlging  themselves  to  sustain, 
the  award  of  the  arbitrators,  the  members  of  the  Opposition  turned  round  in  a  body 
and  abandoned  the  award  ;  and  in  the  session  of  1883  they  have  by  formal  resolu- 
tion declared  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  referred  for  decision  to  the  Privy 
Council  of  England. 

It  is  little  wonder  that  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  in  reflecting  upon  this 
record,  should  be  led  to  confess  :  It  will  be  said  that  I  and  the  CU'Posrnoir 
I  lead  have  proved  traitors  to  the  best  interests  or  Ontario,  a.nd  falsk 
TO  our  true  position  as  her  representatives  !" 

:  "  Yes,  the  electors  of  Ontano  will  say,  that  describes  the  situation  exactly  ;  and  wt 
vdll  take  good  care  that  men  wJio  have  proved  themselves  traitors  to  our  best  interests  in 
OpposUion  uill  not  get  a  chance  of  proving  tlmnsdvei  still  greater  traitors  in  the  GoV' 
ernment." 
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CONFIDKNCE  IN  MR.  MOWAT. 


That  this  Convention  of  the  Reformers  of  Ontario  recognizes 
with  pride  and  pleasure  the  fidelity  to  Liberal  principles  which  have 
been  evinced  through  a  long  series  of  administrative  and  legislative 
acts  by  the  Reform  Governments  and  Legislatures  of  the  Province 
for  the  last  eleven  years,  and  deem  it  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  all 
true  Liberals  to  strengthen  to  the  uttermost  the  hands  of  the  Hon. 
Oliver  Mowat,  our  worthy  leader,  and  his  colleagues,  at  this  critical 
period  in  our  Provincial  history. — Resolution  of  the  Liberal  GonveU' 
Hon,  1883. 

The  following  address  was  presented  to  Hon.  Mr.  Mowat  at  tlie  RefoTm  Con« 
Tcntion,  1883  : 

To  the  Honorable  Oliver  Movmt,  Q.G.,  M.PP.,  LL.D.,  Her  Majesty's  Attorney^ 
General  for  Ontario,  and  Premier  of  the  Province  . 

Sir, — This  large  and  thoroughly  representative  Convention  of  the  Reformers 
of  Ontario  has  sought  the  earliest  opportunity  of  tendering  you  an  expression  of 
their  earnest  esteem  and  unwavering  confidence. 

Ever  since  your  entiy  into  public  and  Parliamentary  life,  now  more  tBan 
twenty-five  years  ago,  you  have  filled  a  prominent  place  in  Canadian  history  ;  and 
during  that  long  period  neither  the  malignity  of  defeated  opponents  nor  the  bitter- 
ness of  a  partisan  press  has  dared  to  breathe  a  charge  against  your  integrity  or  your 
honor. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  your  public  life  you  stood  in  the  front  r^k  of  those  who 
did  battle  for  the  rights  of  Upper  Canada  ;  and  in  these  latter  days  you  arc  our 
chosen  leader  in  the  struggle  for  Provincial  Rights.  As  you  succeeded  once  iu 
achieving  your  purpose,  not  by  rending  asunder,  but  by  assisting  to  lay  the  founda- 
tions of  a  greater  Canada,  so  we  believe  that  you  will  again  strengthen  our  Federal 
■ystem  by  showing  the  sister  Provinces  that  Ontario  is  the  first  to  resist  encroach- 
ments upon  Provincial  rights — be  they  legislative  or  be  they  territoriaL 

If  the  Bench  lost  one  of  its  most  useful  occupants  when  you  yielded  to  a 
tall  of  duty  and  again  ventured  upon  the  troubled  sea  of  politics,  the  statute  books 
«f  Ontario  for  the  last  ten  years  are  unanswerable  evidence  of  how  great  has  been 
the  country's  gain.  Possessing  the  uniform  confidence  of  the  Legislature,  you  have 
led  its  members  steadily  forward  in  the  path  of  law  reform,  and  have  also  prepared 
for  their  consideration  measures  of  practical  value  wherever  there  were  improvements 
to  be  made  or  abuses  to  be  corrected.  When  it  is  considered  how  closely  the 
social  happiness  and  the  material  prosperity  of  the  people  are  identified  with 
the  ^  subjects  of  Provincial  legislative  authority,  it  is  manifestly  of  the  high- 
est importance  to  the  whole  community  that  services  such  as  yours  should  ba 
both  recognized  and  sustained. 

While  the  administration  of  Provincial  finances  by  your  Government  has  been 
characterized  by  prudence  and  economy,  there  has  been  no  failure  on  their  pait  to 
promote  by  judicious  expenditure  all  projects  of  undoubted  public  usefulness  or 
Becessity, 
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Unceasing  and  special  exertions  appear  to  hare  a%m  made  by  yourself  and  your 
colleagues, to  encourage  and  develop  in  every  way  the  great  agricultural  interests 
of  Ontario,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  these  efforts  have  been  crowned  with 
signal  success. 

This  address  would  fail  to  express  our  true  sentiments  were  we  not  to  refer  to 
some  of  those  personal  qualities  for  which  you  are  distinguished.  Intellectual 
power  alone  will  not  attract  and  retain  a  political  following.  You  combine  with  it 
a  rare  faculty  of  winning  the  confidence  and  regard  of  all  with  whom  you  com© 
in  contact.  No  one  can  say  that  you  refuse  to  give  weight  either  to  the  advice  of 
friends  or  to  the  arguments  of  opponents.  Without  abandoning  your  own  con- 
victions you  can  take  a  broad  and  statesmanlike  view  of  contrary  opinions,  and 
even  honest  prejudices  receive  from  you  a  generous  toleration. 

You  are  about  to  appeal,  for  the  third  time,  to  the  people  who  make  and  unmake 
their  rulers  in  this  free  country.  Your  first  appeal  was  successful  ;  in  your  second 
a  still  greater  measure  of  public  confidence  was  given  to  you  ;  and  in  the  recent 
bye-elections  there  was  undoubted  evidence  that  this  confidence  is  increasing. 

In  the  approaching  general  election  you  may  rely  upon  a  united  and  enthusiastic 
support  from  the  eni  ire  Liberal  party,  and  there  is  much  to  indicate  that  there  are 
numbers  in  every  constituency  who  will  rise  superior  to  party  ties  and  still  assist  in 
retaining  you  in  power. 

That  you  may  be  long  spared  to  direct  the  affiirs  of  your  native  Province,  and 
that  health  aiid  happiness  may  attend  you,  are  the  heartfelt  jvishe.i  of  the  Reform 
Convention  of  1883. 

WHY  MUST  MO  WAT  "  GO  ?  " 

Mr.  ROSS — ''The  cry  has  gone  forth  from  the  Opposition  campthat  Mowat  must 
go  ;  buti  believe  that  the  thoughtful,  sober  minded  electors  of  Ontario  will  be  inclin- 
ed, as  I  am,  to  enquire  Why  must  Mowat  go  1  Is  it  because  of  the  financial  adminis- 
tration of  his  Government  ?  I  ask  the  electors  of  this  Province  to  consider  the  fact 
that  they  have  still  a  surplus  of  five  million  dollars  in  the  Treasury,  after  millions 
of  dollars  have  been  expended  on  railways,  on  schools,  on  public  institutions,  on 
public  works,  «,and  on-  colonization  roads.  I  ask  them  to  consider  another  fact — 
and  that  is,  that  the  suspicion  of  scandal  has  not  attached  to  the  expenditure  of  a 
single  dollar  of  that  money.  (Cheers. )  In  face  of  these  facts  are  you  willing  that 
Mowat  shall  go?  (Cries  of  "No,  no.")  I  believe  the  electors  of  Ontario  will 
answer  *'  No." 

"Is  it,  then,  because  of  the  legislation  which  the  Mowat  G  overnment  has  passed 
that  it  '  must  go  ?  ^  The  answer  is,  that  in  almost  every  matter  of  importance 
affecting  the  welfare  of  the  people  the  Government  has  legislated  wisely  and  well. 
It  has  placed  on  the  statute  book  measures  regarding  municipal  institutions, 
public  schools,  drainage,  public  institutions,  law  and  equity.  And  when  the  ques- 
tion is  asked,  '  What  amendments  have  the  Opposition  proposed  to  that  legisla- 
tion ?'  The  ans^ver  is  '  None.'  Is  this  a  record  which  would  justify  you  in 
seconding  the  cry  that  *  Mowat  must  go  ?'  " 

"  Another  question  will  occur  to  the  electors,  and  that  is,  if  Mowat  must  go, 
whom  are  you  going  to  put  in  his  place  ?  Is  it  Mr.  Oscar  Wilde  Morris  t  That 
would  be  too  utterly  utter!  (Laughter.)  Mr.  William  Rightabout  Meredith  ? 
That  Avould  hardly  do,  for  without  reference  to  the  intellectual  capacity  of  these 
gentlemen,  I  believe  the  people  of  Ontario  want  men  to  govern  them  who  are  in 
accord  with  their  own  sentiments,  and  the  ruling  sentiment  in  Ontario  at  this  junc- 
ture is  that  Provincial  rights  must  be  maintained.'"  (Cheers.; — George  W,  RosSy 
Al.P.f  at  the  LihcraL  Conrcntion,, 
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"  WILL  KNOW  THE  REASON  WHY  r  _ 

Mr.  BLAKE~*^I  rejoice  to  know  that  the  call  of  our  friend  who  has  Just  ad- 
dressed you  (Mr.  Mowat)  has  been  answered  in  such  a  a^iriti  an^  that  from  all  quar- 
ters of  this  Province — from  points  hundreds  of  miles  distant — men  have  come  to  take 
part  in  the  deliberations  of  this  body.  It  is  all  the  more  honour  to  him,  because  they  are 
representative  men— the  leaders  of  the  thought  of  their  party — and  they  have  come 
together  at  an  important  juncture  in  the  affairs  of  their  Province.  This  gather- 
ing reminds  me  of  what  happened  many  years  ago  in  a  county  in  old  England, 
when  there  were  more  arbitrary  times  than  now,  and  when  the  conduct  of  a  leading 
man  demanded,  not  that  he  *  must  go,'  but  that  he  must  die.  Then  the  cry  of  the 
Cornifih  men  was  : 

"  And  shall  Trelawny  die  ? 
And  shall  Trelawny  die  ? 
Then  thirty  thousand  Cornish  men 
Shall  know  the  reason  why."  (Applause.) 

And  so  does  the  Reform  party  of  Ontario  answer  the  insulting  taunt  that  '  Mowat 
must  go  !  ' " — Hoii.  Edimrd  Blake  at  the  Liberal  Convention. 

A  GOVERNMENT  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 

Mr.  RYAN—  "The  Mail  has  started  the  cry  that  'Mowat  must  go'— 
(laughter) — and  the  cry  has  been  echoed  by  the  minor  Tory  leaders  in  the  press 
and  on  the  platform,  but  this  magnificent  gathering  is  an  answer  to  that  cry — an 
answer  so  emphatic,  so  unmistakable,  that  it  will  carry  consternation  into  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy,  and  foreshadow  the  result  of  the  contest  upon  which  we  will  shortly 
enter.  (Cheers.)  I  am  aware,  and  so  is  everyone  present  who  knows  anything  of 
the  history  of  public  affairs  in  this  Province,  that  the  present  Administration  b 
one  that  d.eserves  the  fullest  confidence  of  those  for  whom  it  was  formed — -the 
democracy  of  this  country. 

"  I  believe  I  am  tolerably  familiar  with  the  affairs  of  those  countries  of  the 
world  that  are  constitutionally  governed,  and  I  doubt  if  there  can  be  found  any* 
where  a  Government  which  more  fully  and  more  deservedly  possesses  the  confidence 
of  the  sovereign  body— the  people— than  [^does  the  Government  of  the  Honorable 
Oliver  Mowat.    (Loud  cheers.) 

Questions  of  great  pith  and  moment  are  "now  before  the  people  of  this 
Province  ;  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  the  electors  will  give  no  uncertain  sound  as  to 
their  appreciation  of  a  Government  against  whom  no  breath  of  scandal  has  been 
uttered,  against  whom  not  the  slightest  charge  of  jobbery  or  corruption  has  been 
brought,  and  from  whose  supporters  there  has  never  gone  forth  any  such  cry  as 
*  Send  me  another  ten  thousand.'  " — (Loud  cheers.) — Aid.  Peter  Byan  at  the  Liberal 
Convention^ 

PREPARE  FOR  TllE  CONTEST. 

Mr.  MOWAT—"  We  have  been  discussing  the  great  questions  at  issue  in  th?s 
country  just  now  ;  they  have  been  set  before  you  over  and  over  again  ;  your  minds 
are  full  of  them.  Yoti  see  that  your  Province  is  in  danger;  that  its  territory  is  in 
danger;  that  its  con ditntional  and  legislative  rights  are  in  danger,  and  the  Govern- 
ment in  whifli  yon  believe  is  also  attacked.  The  Ontario  Government,  in  wliicli  you 
are  expressing  a  feeling  of  confidence  that  is  grateful  to  us,  which  places  us  under  new 
obligations  to  you — lias  no  power  at  all  except  the  power  which  you  give  us. 
(Cheers.)  You  are  the  representatives  here  in  a  very  special  sense  of  the  Province 
of.  Ontario,  of  every  pai"t  of  it.    You  are  strong  men,  ©very  one  of  you,  in  yc  ur 
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o^h  localities.  Ever^  one  of  you  can  do  raiglity  work  in  the  approacliijig  elections, 
«n«i  I  call  upon  you  to  do  that  ¥K>rk.    (Loud  cheers,  and  cries  of  *  W©  will.') 

"  It  is  the  old  bfittle,  affecting  iht  tnost  important  interests  of  the  country.  You 
are  the  soldiers  in  that  battle ^  and  I  call  on.  you  to  stand  firm.  ( Cheers, )  Ev^ry  mail 
0/  you  ha^s  a  duty  to  perform,  and  let  everyone  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  from  this  time  untU 
thction  day  to  do  all  thai  man  can  for  tlie  object  voe  have  in  view,  viz. ,  to  secure  those 
riqhts  which  your  low  for  your  countrij  r/uikes  you  anxious  about  now.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Whatever  you  can  do,  it  w  Uie  boundtn  duty  of  every. man  of  you  to  do  it,  and  I  knotv 
Hwt  ymjb  vnll.  (Clieers.) 

"  Kind  words  with  regard  to  myself  have  been  said  from  this  platform  and 
expressed  in  the  resolutions,  while  kinder  sounds  still  I  have  heard  from  this 
audience.  They  have  excited  the  most  grateful  feelings  in  my  mind  and  in  the 
minds  of  my  colleagues.  You  have  placed  upon  us  a  fresh  obligation,  a  greatly 
increased  obligation  to  do  our  duty.  It  now  remains  for  you  to  do  youi*s — (cheers) 
—and  Reformers  when  they  see  their  duty  have  never  yet  failed  to  perform  it. 

**  In  an  ordinary  election  it  is  quite  sufficient  that  you  should  return  the 
Government  [of  your  choice  by  a  majority  that  will  enable  them  to  carry  their 
measures  ;  but  the  present  contest  is  one  of  a  peculiar  chai-acter.  It  is  the  Dominion 
against  Ontario,  and  your  objects  cannot  be  accomplished  unless  you  give  us  a  large 
Amount  of  moral  strength  in  the  contest.  We  want  not  merely  a  majority  of  votes 
in  the  Assembly,  but  that  moral  strength  which  the  general  voice  of  the  people, 
which  a  large  majority  gives,  and  which  it  alone  gives. 

"Wherever  you  now  have  a  Reform  member,  you  must  swell  his  majority 
«t  the  next  election.  (Cheers.)  Where  you  have  a  close  constituency  which  is 
mow  represented  by  a  BefcMraer.  you  must  see  to  it  that  it  shall  be  represented 
lay  a  Reformer  after  the  next  election.  (Cheers.)  You  must  make  the  victory 
still  more  sigrniflcant  by  taking:  care  that  in  others  of  the  constituencies  in  which 
the  enemy  think  themselves  secure,  Reformers  shall  be  elected  in  the  approach- 
ing contest.  (Cheers.)  Do  all  that  and  Ontario  is  safe.  (Loud  cheers.)  Her  ter- 
rttory  is  safe.  Her  legrislative  rights  are  safe,  and  the  battles  of  former  days 
will  not  have  to  be  fought  over  agrain.  (Cheers  )  And  then  personally  to  myself 
is  another  consideration,  viz.,  that  it  will  make  it  quite  sure  that  Mowat  will 
not  'go!' "—(Tremendous  and  long-continued  cheering.}— Ho.v.  Mr.  Mowax'b  coxclcdis* 

VOJIDS  AT  THE  GRBAT  COSVEXIION. 
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0%(,r.  8pac^  in  tJda  pam;]^M  a  short  resumtf  of 

the  undmvbted  facts  suataim  ng  the  imannvjer^able  positions  taken  up  in 
a  few  of  the  rermaining  resolutions.    That  we  now  proceed  to  gi  ve  : 

4.— THE  FEDERAL  UNION. 

Tlie  Federal  Union  of  the  Provinces  Maa  the  result  of  Reform  agitation  car- 
ried on  for  many  years  against  a  system  under  which  Upper  Canada  waa 
mled  by  a  Lower  Canadian  majority,  aided  by  a  minority  in  this  Province.  Local 
self-government  was  the  end  and  aim  of  Confederation  ;  without  it  the  federal 
system  would  never  have  been  adopted  and  could  never  have  been  carried  out. 
The  charge  that  the  Reform  party'are  theenemies  of  the  Union  is  untrue  in  itself  and 
untrue  to  our  history.  Its  enemies  are  tliose  who  seek  to  wrest  from  the- provinces 
that  full  control  in  local  matters  which  the  Confederation  Act  conferred  upon  them, 
and  without  which  they  would  never  have  entered  the  Union 

6.  THE  LEGISLATIVE  RECORD. 
Mr.  Mowat's  ever  present  desire  that  justice  should  be  administered  cheaply 
and  eliiciently  naturally  made  him,  on  re-entering  public  life  in  1872,  a  law  re- 
former. His  experience  at  the  Bar  and  on  the  Bench  enabled  him  to  become  a  law 
reformer  of  the  most  thorough  type.  Wherever  the  law  was  weak  he  strengthened 
it;  wherever  it  was  unjust  he  amended  it.  Besides  the  voluminous  public  and 
private  acts  passed  by  him  the  great  work  of  revising  the  Statutes  of  Ontario 
was  accomplished  in  1877,  while  in  1881  he  succeede<i  perfectly  in  his  self-imposed 
task  of  revolutionizing  the  Superior  Courts,  simplifying  the  practice,  shortening 
the  procedure,  and  lightening  the  cost  of  litigation.  His  legislation  has  been  fair 
to  all  alike.  He  has  known  no  race,  creed,  or  colour.  He  has  striven  to  elevate  the 
condition  of  his  fellow-men,  and  secure  to  them  all  the  privileges  of  citizenship. 
His  career  as  a  hard-working  Attorriey-GJeneral  and  law  reformer  is  without 
parallel  on  this  continent. 

a  THE  PROVINCIAL  FINANCES. 
These  are  in  a  most  healthy  condition.  During  the  last  eleven  years  not  only 
has  the  Government  carried  out  on  its  regular  legislative  and  executive  functions, 
but  it  has  distributed  to  the  people  over  $25,000,000-  To  assist  the  education  of 
the  people  it  has  given  $4,344,558.08  ;  to  assist  the  counties  to  administer  justice 
it  has  given  $1,897,050.76.  ;  to  assist  the  -vicious  and  afflicted  which  otherwise 
would  have  been  cared  for  by  private  or  municipal  benevolence,  it  has  contrilmted 
$4,481,602.94  ;  whilst  to  build  the  institutions  in  which  to  accommodate  them  it  has 
spent  $2,836,858.01.  To  encourage  the  great  agricultural  industry  there  has  been 
spent  $1,063,794.22,  and  in  adding  half  a  million  acres  to  the  Province  there  has  been 
used  $639,402.07.  In  building  roads  opening  up  the  newer  lands  there  has  been 
spent  $1,079,211.34  and  in  getting  settlers  to  fill  them  there  has  been  used  S725,- 
030.44.  To  wipe  out  a  Municipal  Loan  Debt  of  $12,000,000,  some  $3,389,828.84 
was  paid  the  unindebted  municipalities  toward  building  roads,  gaols,  schools  and 
hundreds  of  other  local  improvements  ;  and  in  assisting  the  building  of  26  railways 
ext^ndmg  like  a  network  through  the  Province,  there  has  been  distributed  $3,562,- 
970.57. 

And  yet  there  is  a  surplus  of  $4,825,586  in  the  Treasury.  And  no  charge  of 
corruption  lias  yet  been  made  in  the  vast  expenditure  of  all  these  moneys.  All  has 
been  spent  wisely,  judiciously  and  economical^,.  There  is  no  other  Province  in  the 
pominion,  and  no  State  in  the  American  Union,  that  can  show  so  grand  a  record 
in  it  financial  department. 
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12.  TIMBER  INTEREST!^. 

These  interests  have  been  managed  with  great  skill  and  great  integrity. 

During  the  last  ten  years  there  have  been  sold  of  the  public  lands  774,033  acres, 
or  an  average  of  over  77,000  acres  per  annum.  During  the  same  time  there  have 
been  issued  3,830  timber  licenses,  covering  15,612  square  miles,  and  the  annual 
average  of  some  2,506  saw-log  and  square  timber  returns  have  been  received  and 
checked.  And  the  timber  limits  have  always  been  sold  by  public  auction  after  the 
utmost  publicity  had  been  given  to  the  intended  sale.  Compare  this  ivitli  the  action 
taken  by  the  Dominion  Government,  who  not  long  ago  sold  a  valuable  timber  limit 
in  the  disputed  territory  at  a  nominal  rate  per  square  mile,  which  afterwards 
changed  hands  at  $250,000  !  Or  with  that  of  the  Conservative  party  in  the  old 
Province  of  Canada,  who,  when  in  power,  placed  under  license  no  less  than  13,000 
6Cj[uare  miles  for  the  paltry  sum  of  $52,000  !  The  present  Government  have  placed 
under  license  only  about  7,305  square  miles  of  territoiy,  but  for  this  they  have 
received  the  large  sum  of  $1,530,725. 

16.  THE  LIQUOR  LICENSE  SYSTEM. 

Before  1875  the  power  of  granting  liquor  licenses  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
municipal  councils.  In  that  year  the  Legislature,  in  obedience  to  the  unanimous 
voice  of  public  opinion,  shown  by  thousands  of  petitions  from  all  classes  of  the 
community,  even  from  the  licensed  victuallers,  took  the  power  into  their  own 
hands,  and  passed  the  Crooks  Act.  The  councils  were  glad  to  get  rid  of  the 
trouble.    Not  one  of  them  has  asked  for  its  return. 

Under  the  Crooks  Act  the  number  of  licenses  has  been  reduced  to  nearly 
one-half  the  number  issued  prior  to  its  adoption  in  1876.  The  hours  ofsale  have  been 
restricted.  Illicit  selling  has  been  suppressed.  Taverns  have  greatly  improved. 
Law-breaking  licensees  have  been  weeded  out.  The  morals  of  the  community  have 
been  elevated.  Every  attack  upon  the  Act  has  been  met.  Every  charge  brought 
againstthe  Conmiissioners  and  Inspectors  has,on  investigation, proved  to  be  a  slander. 
The  threat  that  the  Dominion  authorities  would  wrest  the  admiTiistration  of  the  li- 
cense law  from  Ontario  has  provoked  a  storm  of  opposition  from  the  best  quarters. 
Ministerial  bodies  have  solemnly  denounced  it.  Temperance  organizations  have 
formally  pledged  themselves  to  resist  any  encroachment  of  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment. They  all  say  the  Act  is  the  best  ever  devised  for  licensing  the  traffic.  They 
know  it  is  efficient.  They  are  convinced  it  is  cheaper  to  administer  than  the  old 
Act  was,  and  yet  the  revenue  derived  by  municipalities  is  as  great  with  the  present 
licenses  as  it  was  with  almost  twice  as  many  issued  under  the  old  law.  The  Crooks 
Act  is  sound  in  principle.  It  promotes  temperance,  law,  and  order  ;  and  every 
friend  of  temperance,  law,  and  order,  should  be  ready  with  voice  and  vote  to  pre- 
serve it  intact  against  the  assaults  of  all  enemies. 

17.  THE  RECORD  AND  THE  PLATFORM. 

This  resolution  sums  up  the  whole  matter.  It  sets  forth  Mr.  TVTowat's  past 
recorcl  and  the  platform  of  the  Liberal  party  to  day.  Each  clause  in  the  history  of 
a  reform  accomplished,  and  the  enunciation  of  a  ]:irinciple  to  be  maintained  and 
carried  out.  It  is  for  the  electors  to  decide  vv'liether  or  not  Mr.  Mowat  shall  continue 
this  record,  and  give  further  effect  in  the  future  to  the  piincif les  ho  has  so  zealously 
maintained  in  the  past. 


